
November 2013
October Town Council Meeting 

By Patty Sieber

The Mayor and all Council Members all attended 
the October meeting. In addition, approximately six 
residents were in the audience. The main topic of the 
meeting was the amendment to the ordinance that 
will enable the Town to charge a fee to each house-
hold that connects to the gas lines that will be in-
stalled by Washington Gas. A number of other topics 
were discussed. They include:

Ordinance to Amend Articles 17 and 23
A number of residents attended the meeting to op-
pose the additional $300 Permit Fee that will be 
charged by the Town to each property that chooses 
to install gas in their home. This fee will be paid 
directly to the Town of Glen Echo and will help re-
plenish the so-called surplus that was diminished by 
the recent payment to Washington Gas in the amount 
of $209,877. The check was sent to Washington Gas 

but has not been cashed as of October 14th. Since 
this ordinance was introduced last summer, there has 
been consideration of charging even more than the 
$300 fee first conceived by the Council. 

The arguments for the fee were:
• Not all resident taxpayers will receive the benefit 

of gas.
• The Mayor stated that “residents who choose to 

install gas should have some “skin in the game.”
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• The Town surplus has dropped below the audi-
tor’s recommended amount and the fee will help 
recoup some of that money. The main reason for 
the fee, however, is to defray the cost of the gas 
connection fee to under $200,000.

• The homeowners who install gas will recoup the 
fee in the increased value of the home at the time 
of resale.

Some the opposition’s arguments were: 
• The permit fee paid to Washington Gas comes 

from the taxes already collected from all resi-
dents. 

• As far as “skin in the game,” residents who 
choose gas are already investing heavily in the 
installation of gas to their home.

• The fee should not be used to replenish the sur-
plus. 

• The Town now has a surplus of more than 
$250,000 that can be considered a cushion 
to cover a year’s expenses, which are about 
$150,000 plus an additional $50,000 that could 
be thought of as savings toward additional emer-
gency or capital expenditures. 

• One resident had requested a listing of the rev-
enue on hand each June since 2004. Currently 
the revenue on hand is $252,254 and the County 
will be sending another payment from collected 
property taxes in the near future. 

Discussion ensued among the Council members and 
the Mayor. Mr. Stiglitz stated that he believed the 
fee should be levied and he was following his mis-
sion to be a good steward of Town resources. Nancy 
Long said that since Montgomery County charges a 
permit fee, the Town is justified in doing the same. 
The Mayor said that citizens had asked for the permit 
fee. Diana Hudson-Taylor, a member of the audi-
ence and resident who worked on collecting survey 
instruments from residents interested in gas said she 
thought the fee should be charged to those opting to 
hook up to gas. 

There was a motion to adopt the amendment to 
Articles 17 and 23. After being duly seconded, the 

motion was passed unanimously. The permit fee will 
be $300. Article 23 is amended to allow the Town to 
contract without competitive bids for “contracts re-
lating to providing natural gas service by Washington 
Gas to the Town of Glen Echo.” 

Police Citations
Citations were on hold since the government shut-
down and the Park closing.

Town Hall
The Town Hall was made available to classes that 
were cancelled by the Park during the government 
shutdown. Toddler Ballet, Blues Dance, and Yoga 
were all affected. Glen Echo was compensated for 
the use of the hall on the same basis that non-profits 
are charged. There was discussion of where addi-
tional parking could take place as it was affecting 
the residents who live near the Town Hall. There was 
also discussion about any interest the temporary us-
ers might have to continue to use Town Hall after the 
Park is opened again. Mr. McAffrey mentioned that 
there could be residential concern about the parking 
problems these groups present. 

One resident asked if the data uncovered by the 
Town Clerk last summer had been used to make new 
policy about Town Hall use. The discussion came 
up in August but was postponed due to the late hour. 
The Mayor was interested in maximizing the amount 
of money the Town could raise by offering non-resi-
dents the hall for private events, and that might mean 

CONTINUED from page 1

CONTINUED on Page 4

301.229.6600  •  www.irishinnglenecho.com

the irish inn

at glen echo

the irish inn

at glen echo
fine dining

Live Music 

Mondays - Traditional Irish

7 pm - 10 pm

Every other Wednesday

19th Street Band

8 pm - 11 pm

Sundays - Jazz

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

6119 Tulane ave. Glen echo

Maryland 20812

216008 The Irish Inn Ad Color.indd   1 5/29/12   12:58 PM
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CONTINUED from Page 3

constraints on some of the times the facility would 
be available to residents. The Mayor said there has 
been no further discussion since the August meeting. 

Drain at Bowden and Oberlin
During the last rain, the drain backed up again and 
water overflowed on to the road. This could cause 
major havoc on the parkway with the continued ero-
sion and potential for downed trees. This is the Park 
Service’s responsibility. This situation was reviewed 
two years ago and county engineers designed a fix 
and submitted the plans to the Park Service. It was 
discussed that Glen Echo should address a letter to 
the legal department or the Superintendent of the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway and attach 
a copy of the map of the drains and remind him of 
the potential danger. A council member was going to 
locate a copy of the map. 

Nancy Long’s Birthday
Nicole Fraser and her children were kind enough 
to make a pumpkin treat for all to enjoy in honor of 
Nancy Long’s birthday. 

Jim Connolly • 202-841-0873
support@dc-pc.com

Town Finances
The following amounts were reported, which give an 
overview of the Town finances for the past 10 years:

Cash On Hand
30-Jun-04 $465,141 
30-Jun-05 $502,608 
30-Jun-06 $610,272 
30-Jun-07 $642,872 
30-Jun-08 $668,527 
30-Jun-09 $686,171 
30-Jun-10 $327,372 
30-Jun-11 $337,724 
30-Jun-12 $377,292 
30-Jun-13 $429,690 

Annual Revenue 
30-Jun-04 $174,004
30-Jun-05 $193,791
30-Jun-06 $244,674
30-Jun-07 $255,504
30-Jun-08 $258,418
30-Jun-09 $266,132
30-Jun-10 $220,673
30-Jun-11 $234,138
30-Jun-12 $248,905
30-Jun-13 $252,254

Between 2009 and 2010, the total amount of the cash 
on hand dipped because of the Town’s investment 
in resurfacing the roads. Roads are resurfaced every 
eight years on average. Also that year the yearly 
revenue dipped because property assessments were 
lowered. To compensate, the Town raised the tax rate 
and the yearly revenue has been going back up. 

To address concerns expressed at the Budget 
Hearing in May that investment in laying gas lines 
would lower the amount of the account balance (cash 
on hand), Mayor Beers noted that the Town never 
spends all the money that it budgets, so it is unlikely 
that the account balance would fall below $200,000. 
“It goes up about $60,000 every year,” she said. In 
the Notice of Budget Hearing, she said “past experi-
ence indicates that it is likely to be restored to its 
present level within a maximum of four years.”

GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816

301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints
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Indulge your Inner Gourmet &   
Satisfy your Inner Green! 

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org  l  301-320-2530
M-Sat 8:30-9  l  Sun 8:30-8

6500 Seven Locks Road  l Cabin John, MD 20818

Enjoy the Finest in Organic Local & Gourmet Products
Introducing Fine Wines & Microbrews-Organic  Local  Kosher, too! 

Fresh Produce, Pastries & Artisan Breads Daily
Imported & Domestic Cheeses & Delicacies

Veggie, Vegan, Macro & Gluten-free Specialties
Vitamins, Supplements and Herbal Remedies

Unique Gifts, Cards, Clothing, Books, CDs and more...

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                    8:00 a.m. 
Adult Forum & Bible Study                                                                                            9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                                                      10:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                                            10:30 a.m. 
Church School for All Ages                                            10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Sunday, November 3, at 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong for the Sunday after All Saints’ Day 
 

Saturday, November 9, at 7:00 p.m. 
The Yale Whiffenpoofs in Concert (ticketed event) 
 

Sunday, December 8, at 5:00 p.m. 
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

 

LADIES OF GLEN ECHO

Ladies Night

on Thursday, 

November 21, at 8 pm 

At the home of

Phyllis Fordham

6103 Princeton Ave

RSVP: 301-263-0552 
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Natural Gas Work Continues  
Behind Scenes

Town Clerk Nicole Fraser sent an email update to 
Town residents on the progress of Washington Gas in 
securing the required permit from the Army Corps of 
Engineers to install gas pipelines across MacArthur 
Blvd. Ms. Fraser reported the following information 
on October 17, 2013:

“ …Washington Gas is still awaiting approval 
from the Army Corps of Engineers to run a gas main 
under MacArthur Blvd. The first proposal submitted 
by Washington Gas to the Army Corps of Engineers 
was rejected. Mr. Higgins of Washington Gas said 
that this is not unusual. Washington Gas has resub-
mitted with revisions and was given the approval by 
the Corps to conduct an underground survey with 
test wells. Some of you may have seen at the corner 
of Bannockburn Drive and MacArthur Blvd this 
week and last, an underground utility company AI 
Data (big black trucks). They were conducting the 
survey for Washington Gas to submit the data to the 
Corps…”

At the October Town Council meeting, the Mayor 
asked that the list of possible contractors to retrofit 
houses and systems for natural gas as published in 
The Echo last March be repeated. The Echo can be 
found on the Town website. Despite the many ar-
ticles in The Echo about natural gas, it seems as if 
some residents feel uninformed. In this issue, along 
with the names of contractors, we have repeated in-
formation on web sites or publications that may shed 
some light on the price of gas versus the price of oil 
for heating. 

Past Echo Articles on Gas 
Some residents asked that The Echo write more 
about the natural gas issue. Many articles have been 
written and are listed below. Past issues of The Echo 
are on the Town website, www.GlenEcho.org.

• January, p. 1, Gas Surveys Shed Light on Pos-
sible Cost to Town, Jerry Bodlander

• February, p. 3, Natural Gas Surveys, Ellen Leary 
• March, p. 1, Council Funds Gas Engineering 

Study, Debi Sacks

• March, pp. 9–10, Residents Now Getting Esti-
mates For Gas Conversion, Phyllis Fordham 

• March, p. 11, Contractor Contact Information for 
Modification Estimates

• June, p. 9, Town to Raise Real Estate Tax to 
14.13 per $100 of Assessed Value, Rex Rhein

• June, p. 12, Watch for Next Meeting on Gas Lines 
• July, p. 3, Gas Lines, MacArthur Boulevard, 

Other Issues Discussed, Phyllis Fordham
• August, pp. 1, 6, 7, 9, Gas Line Installation Ma-

jor Topic of July Council Meeting; Town Resi-
dents Demand Gas; Get More Information on 
Energy Cost Comparison, Phyllis Fordham

• September, p. 1, Gas Implementation Discussed, 
Phyllis Fordham

GLEN ECHO TOWN  

HALL EVENTS

These Events Are Free to Town 
Residents.

FSGW English Country Dance  
every Wednesday, 8–10:30 pm

New Babies!
Blair, Tisha, and big brother Dirk of 6106 
Harvard Avenue welcome baby brother Mads 
Magog Anderson. 

Sascha and Eden Haverfield of 7314 Univer-
sity Avenue welcome their baby girl Bryndis.

Congratulations and welcome!



7

November 2013The Echo

Bannockburn Craft Show
Bannockburn Community Center
6314 Bannockburn Drive 
Saturday, November 2, 11 am to 4 pm
More Information, 301-229-4045. 

Annual show featuring a range of crafts, including 
jewelry, glass, clothing, honey, pet gifts, household 
goods, ceramics, mustards and condiments, baked 
goods, and other items. Show benefits the historic 
Bannockburn Community Club.

Clara Barton Craft Show
Clara Barton Community Center
7425 MacArthur Boulevard
Saturday, December 7, 1 pm to 5 pm
Contact Leslie Barden, 301-365-1311

Free annual show where 50 local artists, crafters, and 
authors sell items for gifting and personal enjoyment.  
The show includes all kinds of crafts:  jewelry, glass, 
paintings, drawings, photographs, wood crafts, orna-
ments, quilts, hand knitted sweaters, pottery, books 
by local authors, local honey and jams . . . and more.  
Show benefits programs at the Clara Barton Com-
munity Center.  Sponsored by the Friends of Clara 
Barton Community Center, a non-profit charity. See 
www.friendsofclarabartoncommunitycenter.org.

Recycle electronics at Whitman
Walt Whitman High School Parking Lot
November 3, noon to 4 pm. 

Sponsored by  The Montgomery County Division of 
Solid Waste Services. Included items are small elec-
tronic appliances; calculators; camcorders; CDs and 
floppy disks; CD players; cell phones; computers and 
computer-related products; consumer electronics; 
copiers; cords and cables (including chargers);  digi-
tal cameras; electronic typewriters; fax machines; 
monitors; personal digital assistant equipment; 
printers; projection equipment; scanners; telephones; 
small electronic toys; televisions; VCRs.  Data will 
be erased for security purposes.  

Local Events
For more information, call 240-777-0311 or see  
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling.

E-Cycling Event in Kensington
Organized by GreenWheaton, 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 5 pm to 7 pm, 
3015 University Blvd. West, Kensington (Signal 
Financial Federal Credit Union parking lot) 

Thanks to our friends at ECO City Junk, you can 
bring your unwanted TVs, computers, electronics 
and small appliances. Volunteers are needed to help 
direct traffic and coordinate the vehicles dropping off 
documents. For more information on volunteering, 
contact GreenWheaton at info@greenwheaton.org.

Serving NW DC and Bethesda for over 18 years
Bonded and Insured • Excellent References

PETSITTING BY PATRICIA

• Cat care
• Midday dog walks
• Overnight housesitting

301-229-4774
petsbypatricia@gmail.com

www.petsittingbypatricia.com

Pet First
Aid Certified Through

Real Estate Report

6001 Bryn Mawr Ave $1,699,000 For Sale
44 Wellesley Circle $1,495,000 For Sale
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HANDYMAN
LIVING IN YOUR NEIGBORHOOD

Electrical • Painting • Carpentry • Plumbing
Decks • Roofs Gutters • Drywall • Tiling

 Masonry • Power Washing & Sealing
Bathroom, Kitchen 

and Basement Remodeling
References from your Neighbors

Hemy
Insured
Free Estimates

973-432-2287 (c)
301 633 1620 (h)

Steve’s Pet Care

202-320-2559
Adawehis@aol.com

In-home Care and Daily Walks
Reasonable Rates

Excellent References
Glen Echo Resident

Lab School Graduate 2004

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified ads are free to Glen Echo residents and $1.50 per 
line for non-residents. Display ads are $5 per vertical inch. 
Send your classified ad to TheEchoEditor@gmail.com. Send 
your display ad to EchoAdRep@gmail.com. Deadline for ads 
is the 15th of each month. 

Tutoring: French classes, ESL or homework tutor-
ing, $30/hour, days and times negotiable. I am a cer-
tified teacher with nine years of experience, master’s 
degree in TESOL/ESOL from American University, 
bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of 
Maryland, attended the French Lycee in Bethesda. 
Call Stephanie Rhein at 301-229-7910.

Piano lessons: $30/hour. I have been playing  the 
piano for 30 years.  I love to play and would love to 
teach piano to your children or to you. Please call 
Stephanie Rhein at 301-229-7910 if interested. 

Cabin John Organizing 
Feeling disorganized? 

Stuff always lost? 
Tired of paying late fees? 

call 301-263-9482 
Melanie@dorsetwest.com

www.cabinjohnorganizing.com
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Contractor Contact Information for  
Modification Estimates for Residences*
Contacts from Aaron Hirsch

Joe Colish
Spectrum Mechanical
301-370-1434
Cornell Fields
240-508-9324

Contact from Debi Sacks
Gerald Lease
Lease Brothers Sheet Metal
4580 Mack Avenue
Frederick, MD 21703
301-695-1254

Contact from Nick Lambert
Ron Gallant
Argent Heating and Cooling
240-398-7006

Contact from Phyllis Fordham
Errol Nicholson
Griffith Energy
240-375-8390 cell
ErrolNicholson@comcast.net

*The aforementioned contacts should not, in 
any way, be considered recommendations by 
The Echo or of the Town of Glen Echo or of 
the parties who have supplied names in an 
effort to help residents to further their own 
research.

ADHD Coaching For LIFE™

• Support  for Children and Adults

• Specializing in Professional 
and Academic Transitions

• Focus on Moving Forward 
in all Areas of Life and Work

• Daily Check-Ins

• Flexible Schedule

Candace Sahm, MA Ed/HD
contact: coach@candacesahm.com

Positive Learning Experiences, LLC
• A Coaching Approach to Tutoring

• ADHD Specialists / SAT-ACT Prep

Call 301.229.9515
www.candacesahm.com • www.pletutoring.com

Get More Information on  
Energy Cost Comparisons

The following links have been suggested by 
Town Clerk Nicole Fraser and there are many 
others. They may help you to calculate the sav-
ings available from converting to gas. Wash-
ington Gas also has a calculator on their site. 
Most importantly, be sure of the numbers you 
use. For instance, for gas, include all charges 
including delivery costs and get up to date pric-
es on oil costs. Griffith Energy or Petro can tell 
you what you pay per gallon and what the cost 
will be if you lock in your price for next heat-
ing season. Either company can tell you what 
you paid for oil for certain time periods. Other 
variables will include the efficiency of furnaces 
or boilers. Some sites to visit: 

 
• http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/

improvement/energy-efficient/4331224

• http://extension.psu.edu/natural-resources/
energy/energy-use/making-decisions/com-
parison-charts

Notes from Nicole:
The Penn State calculator lets one choose their 
energy source. So propane users could do a 
propane versus gas comparison. 

Some of the other calculators had fixed 
inputs that were out of date and others were 
sponsored by the gas company and might have 
bias. If anyone else has found sites or calcula-
tors they like, please share with the list serve. 

Phyllis Fordham received a quote from 
Griffith Energy for $3.989/gallon for a locked-
in rate for 2013–2014. 

Matt Stiglitz suggests a realistic natural gas 
rate may be $1/therm that includes $.59 gas 
and $.41 delivery. If in doubt, call the gas sup-
plier and make sure you include all charges. 
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Glen Echo Park Activities

The Puppet Co. 
Peter and the Wolf

Oct. 17–Nov. 22
Tiny Tots

Select Weds, Sats, and Suns at 10 am
See www.thepuppetco.org  
or call 301-634-5380

Adventure Theatre MTC
Goodnight Moon 

Sept. 20–Nov. 3
See www.adventuretheatre-mtc.org 
or call 301-634-2270

Once again, Town residents took advantage of co-
ordination and group advertising supplied by Raya 
Bodnarchuk, Carol Barton, and Forest Yang for the 
townwide yard sale. Two residents reported that they 
made almost $400! Some may have earned even 

more but our roving reporter did not check in with 
everyone. There was a great turnout of residents and 
buyers alike. The Town is grateful to these volun-
teers who made the day pleasant and profitable for 
lots of people. 

A Successful Town Yard Sale


