
 

 

TOWN OF GLEN ECHO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 11, 2011 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Debbie Beers, Mayor 

   Eve Arber, Councilmember 

   Nancy Long, Councilmember  

   Steve Matney, Councilmember 

   Mark McCaffrey, Councilmember 

    

VISITORS:     Thomas Meeks, Glen Echo Baptist Church 

   Polly Angelakis, Site Manager, Glen Echo Park (GEP), NPS 

   Carol Barton, resident 

   Raya Bodnardchuk, resident 

   Matt Stiglitz, resident 

   Jocelyn Khalifa, reporter, The Echo 

 

 

Mayor Beers opened the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 

 

GLEN ECHO BAPTIST CHURCH (GEBC) 

Tom Meeks announced that in addition to selling the GEBC annex, his church also plans 

to sell the main church property at Vassar Circle.  Mr. Meeks said that the plot of land 

“was dedicated to a religious institution at the inception of Glen Echo.”  Mr. Meeks has 

spoken with the pastor Mark Batterson of National Community Church (NCC; a 

theologically conservative Christian ministry), a potential buyer.  The NCC ministry 

focuses on younger parishioners (under 30) and has a location near Union Station as well 

as other outlets around the area.  Meeks reported that NCC envisioned having a coffee 

house open to the public, as they have at a coffee house called Ebenezer’s in downtown 

Washington.  Councilmember Long asked if Mr. Meeks told Mr. Batterson they could not 

establish a commercial enterprise in the church building.  Mr. Meeks said he understood 

that zoning laws would allow such an activity “because it would be in a church.”  Mr. 

Meeks also said he would check into “the covenants.”  Mr. Meeks felt that this church 

might have special meetings, occasions, events, and might have less impact on the town 

than any other church.  Councilmember Long asked if the sale to NCC was a certain 

thing.  Mr. Meeks said no, but the GEBC is committed to it being another Christian 

organization, which it is currently, with input from the town.  Mr. Meeks noted that if the 

property were given to the Montgomery County Baptist Association, they would certainly 

sell it and he would like to see something “compatible with the town.”  Councilmember 

Long asked if they would have evening events.  Mr. Meeks said yes, but he would be able 

to bring them in to explain.   

 

Councilmember Long suggested that because the land was once devoted to public 

purpose, i.e. a fire department GEBC may not own the land only the building.  Mr. 

Meeks said that he has the deeds and a quitclaim from the Town Council that transferred 

it to GEBC; he offered to do all the title searches. Councilmember Matney asked what 
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year did GEBC acquire the property at Vassar Circle.  Mr. Meeks: 1956.  Mayor Beers 

said that she would like the minister of the NCC to come in and address the issues related 

to running a café in town: trash, traffic, noise, vermin, etc.  Councilmember Matney said 

he would like to go to one of the NCC services.  Mr. Meeks said that GEBC gave them 

60 days to come back with a proposal, but he assured the council that the town would 

have a big stake in the decision.  Councilmember Long asked how many people might 

come to one of their services.  Mr. Meeks said he imagined no more than 75-100 people; 

their usual venue is a theater near a subway station but NCC is envisioning “a very 

different use for the Vassar Circle property.”  Councilmember McCaffrey asked what the 

maximum capacity of GEBC is. Mr. Meeks: 200, legally 225.  Councilmember Long 

asked what hours the coffee house might be open.  Mr. Meeks: Monday-Friday 8 am-

7pm; Saturday a half day and closed Sunday. 

 

 

 

GLEN ECHO PARK (GEP) REPORT 

Ms. Angelakis reported the following: 

 Ranger Vanessa Smiley is on work detail to the National Capital Region’s 

Partnership Office, assisting with the office’s “Second Nature” program a 

partnership with the DC Latin American youth Art Center.   A trip to GEP and to 

Clara Barton NHS is scheduled for 7/15.  The program’s theme for 2011 is “Civil 

War to Civil Rights.”   

 Oral history project continues to enhance NPS programs.  A re-vamped exhibit 

for the 51
st
 anniversary commemoration of the Civil Rights Protests used 

information from recent interviews.  NPS staff spoke at Dr. Flynn’s (a civil rights 

protestor at GEP) June memorial service held in the Bumper Car Pavillion; he 

was one of the first people interviewed for the oral history project. 

  A new NPS Museum Technician, Neva Sypniewski has been hired to work at 

both sites starting in August.  As the Clara Barton NHS is also a museum, a 

museum technician in addition to a curator, is necessary for museum 

accreditation.   

 Masonry work on the front stone steps at GEP was slated to begin this Saturday, 

but the stone mason was in an on-duty car accident and it is unknown when he 

will be back to work. 

 The "Clara Barton Trail" has been completed around the main parking lot.  

Visitors can now follow “bootprints” to several waysides from the bridge to the 

house and learn more about Miss Barton. 

 Thanks to the partnership office for connecting NPS with the American Red 

Cross. The ARC called to schedule a blood drive at GEP. The NPS plans to work 

with them and incorporate the Clara Barton House as part of this blood drive. The 

first meeting (conference call) is scheduled for later this week. 

 

 

Councilmember Long asked if “Second Nature” was in connection with Interior 

Secretary Salazar’s mission to acquaint children more directly with the national parks.  
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Ms. Angelakis said she did not know of a connection, but it has been an ongoing goal to 

encourage children and families from more diverse backgrounds to enjoy the NPS.   

 

Mayor Beers noted that the trail going down to the creek is closed and asked if it was 

being repaired.  Ms. Angelakis replied that there should be a way to access the creek. 

 

Ms. Bodnarchuk and Ms. Khalifa both noted that there was a white milky substance in 

the creek and that it was also coating the boulders.  Ms. Angelakis said that she would 

contact Montgomery County Environmental Protection to determine the cause. 

 

Councilmember Arber asked if Clara Barton NHS was ever going to get a barn.  Ms. 

Angelakis said that she was not aware of any plans to construct a barn on the site (a plan 

was previously mentioned to the Mayor and Council by an earlier Site Manager).  Mr. 

Stiglitz asked for an update on the trolley restoration project.  Ms. Angelakis said that the 

NPS has exhausted all possibilities of doing it on site.  Unfortunately, the rust abatement 

has not been entirely successful, the rust has started coming through surfaces that were 

primed on site.  To continue on site would release chemicals and paint fumes too toxic; 

however, to move the trolley project off site would be more than $100,000 and that 

amount does not include moving the trolley.  Councilmember Long asked if the 

Partnership could apply for grants (The NPS cannot apply for government grants).  Ms. 

Angelakis said they could but her next step is to ask the superintendent.  Councilmember 

McCaffrey asked if she had considered contacting the B&O railroad museum.  Mayor 

Beers offered the trolley museum as another resource. 

 

Councilmember Long asked if there was any news on a different way of heating the Clara 

Barton House.  Ms. Angelakis said yes they are looking into a geothermal and fire 

suppression system; the next step is to obtain funding for the HVAC system, and to move 

the museum collection out temporarily.   Mayor Beers said that a new HVAC system 

would solve the problem of the propane tanks adjacent to the Town.  Ms. Angelakis 

concurred. 

 

Councilmember Long complimented NPS on the signs for the Clara Barton site and the 

entryway sign for Glen Echo Park. 

 

Ms. Angelakis said that she heard from the NPS attorney that the Memorandum of 

Understanding about Oxford Road is complete and it would be nice to have a small 

signing ceremony.  Mayor Beers said that she had seen mostly grammatical corrections 

but agreed that the attorneys are close to finishing.   

 

 

CONDUIT ROAD FIRE BOARD 
Councilmember McCaffrey asked the council for its support celebrating the 80

th
 

anniversary of Glen Echo Fire Service either October 15th or 22nd with a small parade, 

maybe a band and a fundraiser.  Mayor Beers encouraged Councilmember McCaffrey to 

organize it.   
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion 2011-17 to approve as corrected the Town Council meeting minutes of May 9, 

2011.   

 Change page 4, paragraph 3: blue bins 

Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Minutes from the budget hearing and meeting were deferred to the August meeting to 

allow all council members to review those minutes. 

 

Motion 2011-18 to approve the Town Council meeting minutes of June 13, 2011.  

Motion passed with two approvals, one objection, one abstention; the mayor casted her 

vote. 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Mayor Beers brought up the recent unreliable service of trash by Waste Management.  
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C/T Fraser said that she would get an estimate on the repair of the motor for the first floor 

elevator door which is currently inoperable. 

 

Motion 2011-20 to approve estimate of power conditioner pending repair of motor at a 

reasonable price.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

ELM TREE AT 6106 HARVARD (on the right-of-way) 
The Town requested an evaluation of the health and stability of this tree from Bartlett 

Tree Experts and Wood Acres Tree Specialists.  Both agreed it is susceptible to Dutch 

Elm disease, especially so because the branch removal was done by PEPCO at the worst 

time of the year.  Councilmember Long proposed that the town try to save the tree, at one 

of the last remaining elms in Town.  The report from the Bartlett arborist said the tree is 

not a hazard to the Town Hall since the branch removed by PEPCO was  not of sufficient 

size to overbalance the tree.   

 

MARK PEYTON TREE SERVICE 

C/T Fraser presented a series of bills from Mark Peyton from the years 2008, 2009 and 

2010 totaling $29,024; she reported that these were services the town did receive but had 

not been billed.  She did not see any duplication between these bills and other payments 

to Mark Peyton.  Mr. Stiglitz said it would be good to have a statement accompanying the 

checks that this represents payment in full for services rendered.  Mayor Beers noted that 

Mr. Peyton has had a lot of family problems in recent years.  Councilmember Matney 

added that this has been confirmed from other sources.  Mayor Beers said that she would 

speak to him directly about giving the town bills on time in the future. 

 

Motion 2011-21 to move $30,000 from the MGLIP account to maintenance of public 

space.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Councilmember McCaffrey said that Mr. Peyton should give us a bill before the close of 

the budget period or at least make a better five year projection.  Mayor Beers reported 

that no one in town wishes to lose Mr. Peyton and he has never been this late. 

 

PARKING LOT CURBS 

C/T Fraser relayed the information from Mr. Gary Slayen about damage to his car in the 

Town Hall parking lot.  Councilmember Matney said he would like to see an estimate for 

damage repairs including the make and model of the car and photos of the damage; if it 

does look like the damage did happen in the parking lot then we should pay.  C/T Fraser 

said she would forward the information to Council when she receives it. 

 

C&O CANAL COMMISSION 

Councilmember Long reported from an “unofficial” commission meeting: 

 Funds not used elsewhere in the National Park Service may be reprogrammed to 

repair the breach in the towpath above Old Angler’s Inn.  Repair at an earlier date 

than originally thought would hasten water flow to the lower canal, such as 

between Lock 8 and Sycamore Island. 
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 The fuselage of the Georgetown mule-drawn boat is damaged has been 

withdrawn from service. 

 The Canal Quarters Program in which semi-restored lockhouses are rented for 

overnight stays, represents a partnership between the C&O Canal NHP and the 

C&O Canal Trust.  The average rehabilitation cost to NPS is $100,000 for each 

lockhouse. The Canal Trust furnishes them houses from funds it raises.   The 

interior of Lockhouse 6 was recently severely damaged by a group of renters. 

 A bicyclist from New York was killed by a falling tree limb near White’s Ferry.   

 

MARYLAND MUNICIPAL LEAGUE (MML) CONVENTION 

Councilmember Matney attended the Convention and reported from the MML that the 

state has passed a new ethics law.  Currently Glen Echo is exempt but may not be exempt 

in the future.  Mayor Beers noted that previously there was a clause to exempt towns if 

the law represented an onerous burden that discouraged people from public service.  

Councilmember Matney said he did not think such a clause was in this new ethics law.  

 

Councilmember Matney shared that Local Government Insurance Trust (LGIT) had a 

presentation about risk management; it may be helpful for LGIT to give Glen Echo a 

report.  Councilmember Matney offered to look at the schedule to see if any upcoming 

LGIT events were pertinent to Glen Echo. 

 

Councilmember Matney said that he spoke to several vendors that do document scanning, 

storage of originals and online backup.  While in discussion with a traffic safety vendor 

about the Oxford Road situation, the vendor suggested putting in a stoplight and then a 

stoplight camera and that way the camera revenue would help pay for the operating costs.   

 

Mayor Beers closed the meeting at 9:59 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Nicole Fraser 

 

 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Deborah Beers, Mayor   Date 

 

 

 


