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Glen Echo Park 
Report
Absent was National Park 
Service representative 
Aaron LaRocca, and the 
biggest news there is that he 
won’t be regularly attend-
ing Town Council meetings 
from now on. Instead, he 
will come only when there 
is a need for him to update 
the Council in person. His 
submitted notes show no 
updates regarding the Clara 
Barton House rehab, the 
removal of ash trees on Park 
property, or the partnership 
agreement between the 
County and the Park, all of 
which are ongoing.

As part of a larger con-
versation about the use 
and safety of Oxford Road, 
a NPS engineer has been 
tasked with exploring what 

a reconfiguration of the 
current exit lane would 
look like if it allowed for 
two-way traffic—as an exit 
and entrance. Also, after 
complaints about the chain 
along the parking lot at Ox-
ford as a nighttime tripping 
hazard, the posts and chains 
are to be removed soon. To 
deter drivers parked on the 
grass from exiting off the 
curb at Oxford and Univer-
sity Avenue, the original 
purpose of the chain, boul-
ders will be put along that 
border in the fall.

Mayor Polak reported 
on a meeting he had with 
NPS Superintendent Alex 
Romero. They discussed 
possible improvements 
to Oxford Road includ-
ing removal of the current 
speedbump, the addition 

of two new speedbumps, 
and improved signage. The 
cost estimate of $15k was 
deemed excessive and ways 
to bring it down are being 
explored. The Mayor also 
got explicit permission for 
use of the Park’s parking lot 
for Town Hall events.

Town Business
Responding to resident 
complaints about the use of 
Round Up for weed control 
on Town streets, the Mayor 
has asked resident Holly 
Shimizu—an outspoken crit-
ic of such toxic chemicals—
to propose alternatives.

For years, resident and 
real estate agent Jane 
Stevenson cre-
ated a charming 
Town Direc-
tory. In the 
time since she 
retired, no one 
has assumed 
the mantle, 
until now. Two 
other real 
estate agents in 

Town—Alec Graham and 
Patty Sieber—have taken on 
the project. There was much 
discussion at the Council 
meeting about next steps 
and how much information 
should be included—just 
phone, or email and cell 
phones too? The consensus 
was that they should include 
whatever information peo-
ple are willing to share and 
that the directory should 
remain in paper format only, 
but be updated yearly. Alec 
has put flyers in everyone’s 
mailbox asking for updates 
to home phone, cell phone, 
and email that you’d like 
included, and Patty collected 
many residents’ info at the 

polls on election 
day. If you have 
not yet shared 
your updated 
information, even 
if it’s just a home 
phone, please 
contact Alec@
alecgraham-
realtor.com or at 
301-320-7719.

The Mayor and full Council were in attendance at the 
June 12 meeting, along with the Town Clerk Stacey 

Malmgren and about a dozen residents.
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Live Music
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19th street band 
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Council Member Stiglitz 
met with an engineer from 
the County’s Department 
of Transportation early one 
morning at Princeton Ave-
nue and MacArthur Boule-
vard to watch the middle 
schoolers crossing over to 
catch the school bus. They 
witnessed just how danger-
ous that crosswalk is for kids 
at rush hour, and the engi-
neer plans to watch that in-
tersection for the last week 
of the school year. Then the 
Transportation Department 
can conduct a full traffic 
study and weigh solutions. 
Mr. Stiglitz expects to have 
an update in the fall.

The Town will have a new 
trash and recycling service 
provider—Elegant Recycling 
and Refuse Services (a subset 
of Unity Waste and Recy-
cling)—starting July 1. The 
decision was made at the May 
Council meeting, but could 
not be reported until Waste 
Management of Maryland 
(our former provider) had 
been notified. The following 
occurred at the May meeting: 
Waste Management did not 
show up to this meeting (“its 

absence speaks volumes”) 
to make its case for a con-
tract to continue our trash 
and recycling pick-ups. The 
work contained within the 
two proposals, from WM and 
from Unity, are equivalent, 
but Unity’s proposal was 
$1,100 less per month. Stacey 
Malmgren reported that the 
reference from a Unity client, 
Chevy Chase, was sterling. 
Resident Gloria Levin specu-
lated that Unity’s lower price 
is because Unity’s partner 
(Elegant, who will actually 
serve the Town) is non-union. 
Although Unity, in its earlier 
presentation, asked that 
complaints from residents be 
communicated via telephone 
to Elegant’s field supervi-
sors so they can be remedied 
on the spot, resident Renny 
Springuel suggested that 
the Town have a way to 
learn of the pattern of com-
plaints for Town oversight.

The important informa-
tion for residents is that the 
pick-up schedule will re-
main exactly the same. That 
is, recycling and yard waste 
on Monday, trash on Tues-
day and Friday, bulk on the 
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last Friday of each month. 
And while not discussed at 
the Council meeting, here’s 
the phone number for 
Elegant for any questions or 
complaints: 240-278-2698.

Council Member Speal-
man presented his list of 
Council responsibilities and 
initiatives, which you can find 
listed in the June issue of The 
Echo. He took suggestions 
from the other Members 
about next steps, primarily a 
fleshing out of details, so the 
Council can decide which 
“jobs” might be appropriate 
for Town citizens.

Resident Concerns
Gloria Levin was upset 
when she saw some trees 
being removed from the 
upper Wellesley right-of-
way. Matt McFarland was 
supervising. Both parties 
attended the Council meet-
ing to discuss. Matt said 
that he got permission to 
bring down the trees at the 
March Council meeting, but 
the minutes didn’t include 
it, and it occurred under 
Mayor Beers. This was how 
it was reported in the April 

Echo: “Matt also asked to 
remove a dead tree and an 
unsightly walnut tree from 
the property and possibly 
replace with new trees. The 
Mayor said that sounded 
fine.” It was agreed that 
discussion of the removal of 
trees should be included in 
the minutes in the future.

This also raised concern 
that the license for the use 
of that part of the right-of-
way by the adjoining three 
households hasn’t been 
signed. Those residents 
have taken on neighbor Tom 
Helf as legal council and the 
issue may be more com-
plicated than first thought. 
Mr. Stiglitz, who has dis-
cussed the matter with Tom 
said there were matters of 
licensing versus easement, 
insurance, duration, and 
causes for termination to be 
considered.

Town Expenses
In May, the Town paid $4,184  
to Waste Management of 
Maryland, $2,567 to Chapel 
Valley Landscaping, and 
$2,300 to Lee’s Tree Service. 
—Emily Parsons

Money Matters

(continued next page)

The Glen Echo Town 
Council held its first 

budget hearing under the 
leadership of Mayor Willem 
Polak on Wednesday, May 24, 
2017. In addition to the May-
or, the hearing was attended 
in person by Council 
Members Costello, 
Long, and Stiglitz, 
with Council Member 
Spealman calling in 
from Tajikistan.

The Town complet-
ed FY-2017 in strong shape 
producing a net-income of 
$82,314. This is especially 
notable, since last year’s 
budget anticipated a net loss 
of $138,292. At the time of 
the hearing the Town’s cash 
reserves exceeded $450,000.

This net-income is attrib-
utable to several factors. The 
Town modestly exceeded 
revenue expectations in 
several categories including 
the collection of real estate 
and personal property 
taxes ($1,215 and $2,652 
respectively above budget) 
and, more significantly, the 

Town’s pro-rata share of 
state income taxes (up by 
$6,062). Also worth noting, 
advertising revenue from 
The Echo was over budget 
by $1,140 (thanks to all our 
wonderful advertisers!).

The Town also 
achieved expense 
efficiencies across 
every major budget 
category including 
payroll, professional 
services (including 

legal, insurance and bond-
ing, and other professional 
services), fixed operating 
expenses, Town services 
(including a significant 
decrease in Refuse & Recy-
cling of more than $23,000) 
maintenance, and public 
services. The biggest savings 
came from capital improve-
ments. Last fiscal year’s 
budget anticipated a major 
overhaul of the Town Hall’s 
elevator, at an anticipated 
expense of $120,000, which 
was not incurred.

Glen Echoans will be 

RICHARD
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pleased to learn that the 
Town does not anticipate 
raising taxes in FY-2018, and 
plans to extend the current 
property tax rate of $0.14 
per $100 and the personal 
property tax rate of $0.80 per 
$100. However, the Mayor 
and Town Clerk did observe 
there was some debate about 
the County’s projection of 
the property tax base. Since 
property taxes are by far the 
largest revenue item in the 
budget at $108,500, Town 
property tax rates could be 
revisited mid-year if it is 
found that the County un-
derestimated the base.

Modest increases in 
revenue are expected over 
last year’s budget relating 
to Town rental income from 
the Post Office, Town Hall 
use, and the Town-owned 
parking lot on Tulane 
Avenue. There was some 
discussion as to whether 
the rental rate the Irish Inn 
pays for the use of the park-
ing lot should be increased 
in the coming year, espe-
cially if the Town maintains 
and insures the lot. This 
will be explored at a future 
Council meeting but is not 
reflected in the budget. The 
Town also anticipates $500 
in additional revenue over 
last year’s budgeted num-
bers from Echo advertisers. 
By and large, the Council 
opted to make conservative 
revenue estimates that hew 
very closely to last year’s.

The Town anticipates a 
modest increase in Payroll 

expenses which reflect an-
nual increases in the Con-
sumer Price Index as well 
as a modest increase in the 
cost of auditing services for 
the Town. The Council an-
ticipates almost a $10,000 in-
crease in legal expenses over 
last year’s actuals. In justify-
ing this increase, the Mayor 
observed that the Council is 
considering many initiatives 
that may require legal insight, 
and that the Council no lon-
ger has the benefit of former 
Mayor Debbie Beers’ legal 
expertise on hand and may 
require more regular advice 
from the Town’s legal counsel.

The Town’s recreation 
budget (which generally 
pays for the Town’s various 
parties throughout the year) 
is also anticipated to increase 
from last year’s $6,000 to 
$7,000 in anticipation of rec-
ognizing Mayor Beers’ many 
years of Town leadership.

In news that may be 
welcomed by many Town 
residents, the Town has 
also entered into an agree-
ment with a new garbage 
collection vendor–Elegant 
Waste Management. The 
Town anticipates saving 
$15,000 annually with the 
new contract. The Mayor 
expressed optimism that El-
egant’s professionals would 
leave less trash in the street 
following their collections—
here’s hoping!

There are several chang-
es in the Town’s Public 
Maintenance budget line-
items. Reflecting last year’s 
actual expense of $14,734, 

(continued from page 3)
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the Council agreed to de-
crease the landscaping bud-
get from $25,000 to $20,000. 
The Town Hall maintenance 
budget was increased from 
$20,000 to $30,000. This is 
$5,000 more than what was 
actually incurred in FY-2017 
in anticipation of replacing 
the carpeting in Town Hall. 
The street sweeping budget 
was increased from $10,000 
to $16,000, which essentially 
mirrors the amount spent 
in FY-2017. The snowplow-
ing budget remains flat at 
$13,000, which is $6,594 less 
than what was incurred in 
FY-2017, though it was ob-
served by the Council that it 
was a relatively mild winter.

The most significant 
change in the Town’s 
budget appears in the line 
item addressing Town Hall 
Improvement, which has 
been reduced from $120,000 
to $10,000. As mentioned 
earlier, the elevator renova-
tion was not undertaken 
in the previous fiscal year. 
Mayor Polak observed that 
if an elevator replacement 
was undertaken in the com-
ing year it would likely be 
financed rather than paid 
for out of the Town’s cash 
reserves. The Mayor also 
said that elevator reliabil-
ity could be improved by 
adopting a better operations 
and maintenance plan.

The sidewalk budget re-
mains flat at $20,000 though 
Council Member Costello 
recommended the Town 
consider procuring a new, 
lower cost vendor. Council 

Member Stiglitz proposed 
that the Town purchase and 
install an LED stop sign, to 
be placed on Oxford Road to 
improve pedestrian safety.

It was also observed 
during the meeting that 
the option to swap 2 Vas-
sar Circle for Town-owned 
land on Tulane Avenue was 
withdrawn, and its owner 
and Town resident Aaron 
Hirsch has submitted a 
new proposal that the Town 
purchase 2 Vassar Circle 
outright. The details of the 
proposal were not discussed 
at the hearing. The Coun-
cil did wonder whether it 
should explore rezoning 
the Town-owned land on 
Tulane Avenue to position 
it for a possible new use; 
however, this was tabled for 
a future Council meeting.

Mr. Hirsch also recom-
mended that the Council 
consider replacing the Town 
Hall telephone system with 
a more economic Voice Over 
IP system and look into a 
lighting retrofit to save on 
operating expenses. This 
recommendation was sec-
onded by resident (and Echo 
reporter) Thom Amdur, who 
also suggested the Town 
make a donation to the Glen 
Echo Park Aquarium. This 
suggestion was opposed 
by the Council, as it has a 
long-standing policy not to 
make charitable donations 
on behalf of the Town, but 
Council Member Costello 
suggested this policy be 
revisited at a future Council 
Meeting. —Thom Amdur
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M id-summer is a 
perfect time to start 

some annual plants from 
seed, especially plants that 
bolt, or go to seed, in the 
summer. These can be start-
ed afresh and will provide a 
late summer or fall crop. For 
example, my French chervil 
(Anthriscus cerefolium) is 
covered with ripe seed. I am 
collecting plenty from the 
plants and spreading the 
seed in the same container, 
scratching it into the soil. 
Within three to four weeks, 
the chervil will begin a new 
crop. So easy. The parsley–
French tarragon flavor of 
chervil is incredibly delicious 

and blends well with most 
foods. I am always delighted 
to have it in abundance. This 
same technique can be used 
successfully with a number 
of other beloved annuals 
such as arugula and cilantro, 
which are on my roof garden. 
The seeds are ripe when they 
darken and develop a hard 
outer shell as the mother 
plant is fading. At this time, 
I spread seed back into the 
same container or try them 
in a new location. If you do 
not have seed, they are easily 
available at a garden center.

Mid-summer is also a great 
time to locate a few new 
interesting greens. Mache, 

also known as corn salad or 
lamb’s lettuce (Valerianella 
locusta), has been used in 
American kitchens since 
the 17th century. Corn salad 
is a cool-season annual that 
enhances any salad. Thom-
as Jefferson grew mache at 
Monticello and recorded 
saving seed in 1794. Native 
to Europe, North Africa, and 
western Asia, corn salad has 
been known to escape cul-
tivation in North America 
and can become weedy in ag-
ricultural fields. Mache grows 
well in cool or mild weather 
conditions, so it is best to be-
gin seed outdoors in late July 
or early August. The leaves 
are spoon shaped, around 
three inches long and form a 
large rosette. They add a mild, 
nutty flavor to salad or can be 
used as a cooking green. The 
mild flavor of mache blends 
nicely with strong-flavored 
greens such as mustard. 
I particularly want to try 
golden corn salad because 
of its intense nutty flavor 
similar to that of peanuts, 

tahini, or walnuts/hazelnuts. 
Golden corn salad (Valeri-
anella eriocarp) is indigenous 
to Mediterranean countries. 
In France, the golden type 
is generally referred to as 
mâche d’Italie (Italian corn 
salad). I know of no sources in 
the United States, other than 
seed saver exchanges. I am 
trying to track it down that 
way or will look for it when 
I travel abroad. The brilliant 
chartreuse-green foliage 
will brighten the garden and 
leaves can be harvested for a 
delicious cold season salad. It 
is said to be quite easy to grow 
and will grow up to ten inches 
tall. I will report back on any 
luck I have in locating seed.

Late summer is also a time 
when I plant seeds or plants 
of some of my preferred 
edible flowers that are also 
beautiful garden plants. 
My favorites are pot mari-
gold (Calendula officinalis), 
heartsease (Viola tricolor), 
and nasturtium (Tropaeolum 
majus ‘Alaska’). Petals of pot 
marigold are great in a salad 

or can be used as a substitute 
for saffron. These plants are 
so cold hardy, they some-
times survive the winter 
and emerge as happy early 
spring flowers. The same 
is true for heartsease, also 
known as Johnny Jump-Up 
which is a cheery, delight-
ful small violet that blooms 
especially well if you pinch 
off the old flowers. When you 
look down at the heartsease 
flowers, you will notice that 
they are smiling up at you. 
The flowers have a mild, 
slightly sweet flavor and are 
great when added to salads, 
on top of cakes, or added to 
ice cubes. Plants grow well in 
sun or light shade and grow 
to a height of six to eight 
inches. The edible flowers 
of nasturtium (Tropaeolum 
majus), as well as its leaves 
and flower buds, have a 
sweet watercress flavor. 
Soak seeds in warm water 
overnight prior to planting. 
I like to plant nasturtium in 
containers or along border 

edges. The cultivar known as 
Alaska, which has white and 
green variegated leaves, has 
done especially well for me.

Plan and plant now to add 
spice, flavor, and beauty to 
your fall garden!  —Holly 
Shimizu

Holly in the Ivy

French chervil

Nasturium

Mache
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There was no shortage of 
respondents to an ap-

peal for memories of Mayor 
Debbie Beers, who served 
Glen Echo for more than thir-
ty years. Mayor Beers retired 
in May, but her impact on the 
Town will last well beyond.

Glen Echoans—past, pres-
ent and future—owe a 
huge debt of gratitude to 
Debbie for her long-term 
custodianship of our unique 
town, in matters large and 
small. Many Town residents 
served shorter stints along-
side her, as Council Mem-
bers and clerk treasurers, 
but she was the constant. 
Thanks also to the Beers 
family—Don and the four 
children, now all adults—for 
“loaning” Debbie to Glen 
Echo for 24 years as Mayor 
and 8 as Council Member. 
—Gloria Levin, former 
Council Member

During her term as Mayor, 
Debbie brought a clear per-
spective of what town gov-
ernment was and was not. 
A small and perhaps trivial 
example of this was when a 
request was made by an art-
ist who had painted a now 
faded mural on the concrete 
barrier at the Goldsboro 
Road/MacArthur Boulevard 
circle; the mural welcomes 
all to Glen Echo. At the time 
it was painted, many, includ-
ing myself, felt the mural 
was a nice touch and a good 
way to let people know they 
were in Glen Echo and, 
accordingly, should receive 

modest Town support. The 
Mayor did not agree, and, 
true to her independent 
spirit, did not hesitate to 
offer a different prospective. 
She reminded the Council 
Members that the mural 
was not within the Town’s 
boundary and, despite 
whether we may or may not 
like the mural, we should 
not be spending Town 
tax revenues on projects 
outside the Town bound-
ary. From the outside, it is 
often difficult to recognize 
how many issues are being 
handled by the Mayor—the 
countless letters and phone 
calls to help facilitate what 
appears from the outside 
as a smooth-running town 
government. I person-
ally wish to thank Mayor 
Beers for her outstanding 
service to the residents of 
Glen Echo, for the wisdom 
she brought to the Town, 
and her shining example of 
the American Democratic 
experiment. —Dan Macy, 
former Council Member

My first Town Council 
meeting was the first meet-
ing after Snowmageddon 
(February 2010). People were 
sharing their frustration 
about lack of parking—the 
plows hadn’t been able to 
come in for days! Some 
residents had shoveled out 
spaces and were reserving 
them, with cones or deck 
chairs. One resident said that 
parking should be available 
to everyone and you can’t re-
serve spots. The murmuring 
in the room made it clear that 
it was the opinion shared by 
everyone in the room. Deb-
bie replied “Well, I disagree. 
If I’ve taken 5 hours to shovel 
out a spot, I’d like to be able 
to use it when I return home.” 
You could practically hear 
the necks snap as people 
turned to look at her. It was 
so simple and strong in dis-
sent, definitely the minority 
opinion. But it was logical, 
and I think most people in 
the room re-evaluated their 
stance. It was a minor issue 
(there were bigger tussles 

that I got to see later), but I 
had a new respect for her. 
To this day, when I need to 
speak up and I know I might 
be the only voice, I think 
of her.  —Nicole Fraser, 
former Town Clerk

The McGunnigles were 
more than a little happy to 
have lived for 11 years next 
to Mayor Debbie Beers, a 
person we found to be dy-
namic in pursuing the best 
for Glen Echo. As short term 
editors of The Echo we at-
tended many Town Council 
meetings where Debbie was 
always measured and politi-
cally astute. She encouraged 
free discussion of issues but 
was able to bring matters 
into clear focus in ways that 
were exceptional. We were 
especially thrilled with 
Debbie’s campaign to bring 
gas to Glen Echo, the result 
being a financial benefit for 
many of the Town residents. 
We were also grateful for the 
many “off duty” chores Deb-
bie performed on behalf of 
residents for so many years. 
No easy task for a working 
woman and a mother. She 
will be sorely missed. —Jim 
and Sally McGunnigle, 
former Echo editors

Debbie Beers has served 
as the Town of Glen Echo 
representative on the Board 
of Directors of the Glen 
Echo Park Partnership 
for Arts and Culture since 
2002 when the organiza-
tion was formed to manage 
the Park. She has been a 

Let Us Praise

Don and Debbie at the Glen Echo Gala in May
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great person to represent 
the Town’s interests, but 
has also been an impor-
tant part of the leadership 
of the Park and helped us 
think through numerous 
issues. She understands the 
history of our arrangement 
between the County and the 
NPS and has special insight 
into how all that can work 
for the Park (and the Town). 
I personally have enjoyed 
getting to know Debbie and 
her husband and have re-
ally appreciated them host-
ing the annual holiday party 
for everyone who works 
and volunteers at the Park. 
We wish her best of luck in 
future endeavors and hope 
she continues to remain in-

volved with Glen Echo Park. 
—Katey Boerner, Execu-
tive Director, GEPPAC

Debbie Beers has an amaz-
ing passion and deep com-
mitment to the Town of Glen 
Echo. For almost thirty-five 
years she was either on the 
Town Council or served as 
our Mayor. She was consis-
tently prepared for any is-
sues that arose and gave time 
and thought into possibilities 
and potential conflicts for 
the Town. She has been a 
strong advocate for our Town 
in community meetings. Her 
love for the Park and all that 
it offers has been inspir-
ing. She can always be seen 
walking our streets and the 

path to the Canal with an 
endless appreciation of the 
natural setting we all en-
joy. —Dia Costello, current 
Council Member

When The Echo asked for 
a recollection of life with 
the Mayor, I canvassed our 
four kids, Laura, Emily, Mike, 
and Andrew, who grew up 
in Glen Echo and for whom 
most of that time their 
mother was mayor of our 
town. For our family, it was 
just part of life for Debbie to 
be dealing with the prob-
lems of Glen Echo, large and 
small. A shared experience 
for those who have lived in 
this Town over the years has 
been periodically sitting in 

the dark, lit by candles or 
flashlights, because of yet 
another power outage. In our 
household, we all remember 
that scene being punctuated 
by Debbie making call after 
call to the Pepco municipal 
official hotline, demanding 
that the Pepco trucks find 
and fix the issue that was af-
fecting Glen Echo, not giving 
up until the lights came back 
on. I can’t prove it, but I sus-
pect that Glen Echo got more 
attention than other affected 
areas, as it can’t have been 
much fun for power compa-
ny representatives having to 
face off with Debbie when 
she was fighting for her 
town. —Don Beers, husband 
of Mayor Debbie Beers

The humidity is start-
ing to make its ever 

presence known in the 
DMV, and with that marks 
the true start of summer. For 
those not fleeing to cooler 
climates and especially for 
those looking for ways to 
occupy the many rambunc-
tious sons and daughters 
not in school, here are a few 
recommendations of what 
to do this month.

Celebrating its 50th Anni-
versary, the Folklife Fes-
tival will take over the Mall 
from June 29 to July 4 and 
July 6 to 9 with an especially 
family friendly theme of Cir-
cus Arts. Timely, considering 
the sunsetting of the Bar-
num & Bailey troupe with its 

last show in New York this 
past May. While a free event, 
you’ll likely still want to 
bring your wallet to indulge 
at one of the unique food 
stalls featuring classic circus 
food traditionally made to 
nurture troupes on the road 
throughout the ages.

If you have a visitor in 
town, be sure to catch the 
concert on the national 
Mall for independence 
day. It may be cliché, but 
it’s still magical to watch the 
fireworks billowing behind 
the Capitol stage. This year’s 
events are hosted by 90s 
heartthrob John Stamos with 
musical performances by 
The Beach Boys, The Blues 
Brothers, and The Four Tops.

Enjoy a movie marathon 
July 18–22 with a nightly 
film under the stars 
shown from 9 PM at the 
corner of Norfolk and Au-
burn Avenues in downtown 
Bethesda. Good excuse for 
a romantic picnic for two or 
cave in to a late bedtime to 
make it a family affair. It’s a 
great line-up with The Wiz-
ard of Oz, Field of Dreams, 
Dead Poets Society, Hidden 
Figures, and La La Land.

At the end of the month, 
make it out to the Rock 
Creek Park Tennis Cen-
ter to watch some of the 
world’s top tennis champs 
fight to the win at the Citi 
open (July 29–August 6). 
Bring a blanket to act as a 

shield between you and the 
scorching bleachers. Fans 
provided for free.

Despite the bounty of 
activities in the area, there 
are a few not to miss in your 
own backyard. Clear your 
calendars for Sunday, July 
16 from 5–7 PM for the an-
nual Glen Echo summer 
picnic. Come out to the 
Town Hall to meet old and 
new neighbors alike. And, 
through September 7, enjoy 
free concerts (and an eve-
ning carousel ride) in Glen 
Echo Park every Thursday 
at 7:30 PM. The July lineup 
features a slew of big band 
performances all held in 
the Bumper Car Pavilion. 
—Mona Kishore

Out and About
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E ver wonder why Cabin 
John has a Fourth of 

July parade and we don’t? 
We’ve got classic cars, flags, 
pop-its and loads of kids to 
throw them. This year efforts 
are being made to get Glen 
Echoans out on our streets 
for a patriotic parade on 
July 4. Details are still being 
planned and word will go out 
on the Listserv. If you would 
like to participate, email 
angela.h.hirsch@gmail.com.

The weather finally co-
operated and the skies 

were clear enough for some 
stargazing on May 26. 
About a dozen families, in-
cluding several dozen kids, 
showed up at the Glen Echo 
park field to hear astrono-
mer Kevin Marvel talk about 
what we could see. Besides 

searching for the first star 
(well, Jupiter), the second, 
the third, the attendees got 
to see Jupiter and two of its 
moons with Mr. Marvel’s 
telescope. He says we can try 
again in August or Septem-
ber when the great nebula of 
Orion will be visible.

In May, Glen Echo resi-
dents received postcard 

invitations to join an online 
community network called 
nextdoor. It had been 
mentioned on several occa-
sions at Town Council meet-
ings by Matt stiglitz as the 
means the County police is 
using to communicate with 
its district residents. In June, 

there was a robust discus-
sion about the merits of this 
new network compared to 
the Yahoo listserv currently 
used by Town residents. 
The discussion was decid-
edly skeptical with con-
cerns voiced about sharing 
personal information, too 
many messages, and the 
financial incentives of the 
Silicon Valley startup which 
created Nextdoor, a “free” 
service. The biggest issue for 
Glen Echo could be that it is 
more difficult to sign up for 
Nextdoor than our current 
listserv, and even that pro-
cess seems to elude many. 
If you would like to join the 
Yahoo listserv, you simply 

need to email its moderator 
dan Macy at danielpma-
cy@gmail.com.

The Glen Echo Partner-
ship for Arts and Cul-

ture recruited students from 
the University of Maryland’s 
architecture program to 
conceive a new Park 
master plan. The students 
worked with three distinct 
objectives in mind: preserve 
and utilize original historic 
buildings in new ways; ad-
dress contemporary issues, 
like stormwater runoff, to 
increase the Park’s environ-
mental stewardship; and de-
velop new connections and 
buildings that will support 
dynamic programming and 
increase the Park’s econom-
ic sustainability. True to the 
directive, the master plan 
ideas range from innova-
tive to downright whimsical. 
In one version, the Crystal 
Pool is re-envisioned as 
an amphitheater. Another 
recreates the panoramic 
views seen from the heights 
of the park’s rollercoaster in 
the 1940s and 50s through 
a series of elevated, loop-

Have You Heard ?

Kevin with 
his telescope

3.55” x 2”

 Maintenance, upgrades
 and repair

 Networking

 Advice and instruction
 Virus/spyware protection 
 Internet safety and parental
 controls

Glen Echo resident with over 20 yrs experience
www.dhandyman.com

support@dhandyman.com240-447-6535 5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Party like it’s 1923:  
This July 4th parade in Takoma 

Park could be a model for Glen Echo
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Glen Echo Town Hall Events

FSGW English Country Dance, Wednesdays,  
July 5, 12, 19, 26  8 –10:30 PM, free to Town residents

July 16  5–7 PM   

Town Summer Picnic  
Buffet provided; bring a dessert, beer/wine,  
water/soda to share, and a picnic blanket.

Glen Echo Park Events

dentzel Carousel $1.25 a ride,  through August: 
Weds.–Fri. 10 AM–2 PM; Sat.–Sun. 12–6 PM (Carousel 
also open during concerts and other events.)

July 7  6–8 PM, Art Walk in the Park, First Friday of each 
month through September, open studios and artist dem-
onstrations throughout the Park

July 9  3–5 PM, The Folklore Society of Greater Wash-
ington presents a Family Dance in the Spanish Ball-
room’s back room, $5 

summer Concert series  
Thursdays at 7:30 PM in the bumper car pavilion, free 
July 6  Mike Kamuf Little Big Band 
July 13  Sweet Saludos 
July 20  Brendan Pelan 
July 27  U.S. Marine Band—Free Country

The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
The Wizard of oz  through July 23  
Tiny Tots  select Weds, Sats, and Sundays at 10AM

adventure Theater MTC 
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270 
Junie B. Jones is not a Crook  through August 14

ing pathways. GEPPAC’s 
strong desire to be a “dance 
destination” for the region 
was conceptualized in new 
and accentuated studio 
and exhibition space, and 
complemented with restau-
rants and park boulevards 
to create a district feel. The 
three plans were presented 
to the Glen Echo board in 
May. Most likely, once the 
key decision makers select 
their favorite ideas, a final 
masterplan will be commis-
sioned and developed.

Earlier this year, George-
town Heritage, a nonprof-

it organization formed to re-
think the one-mile, nine-acre 
portion of the C&o Canal 
in Georgetown, hired the 
architect of Manhattan’s High 
Line. The period to comment 
on the scope of the project 
outlined on the NPS website 
ends July 7. Here is the offi-
cial comment from the C&O 
Canal Association:

The plan’s objectives 
include many goals which 
the C&O Canal Association 
strongly supports, including 
improved access, signage, 
safety, and opportunities for 
expanded educational and cul-
tural programs. The carefully 
planned addition of amenities 
such as drinking fountains 
and rest rooms would also be 
very welcome. Certain unde-

rused parts of the canal park, 
such as the Mile Zero/Tidelock 
area, deserve increased atten-
tion and visitation.

Any plan for the future 
of the canal in Georgetown 
should recognize that his-
toric preservation must be 
an overriding consideration. 
The project brochure and the 
presentation at the scoping 
meeting show sensitivity to 
the unique qualities of the 
location; however, plans for 
development of “plazas” along 
and within the borders of the 
canal park are not clearly 
defined. Revitalization of the 
neighborhood is a worthwhile 
objective, but commercializa-
tion or overcrowding of the 
park must be strictly avoided. 
We urge that all options for en-
hancement are fully protective 
of the longstanding charm and 
historical integrity of the canal 
and its towpath, associated 
structures and open spaces.

Real Estate Report
Two of the properties men-
tioned here last month—41 
Wellesley Circle listed at 
$975,000 and 5806 Oxford 
Road at $899,000—are both 
under contract. The commer-
cial property at 6110 Ober-
lin Avenue is still listed at 
$1,999,995. And coming soon 
is 30 Wellesley Circle, home 
to Michael Bobbit and Craig 
Hanna, listed at $775,000.

Goings On

July 7  louisa White, 3

They say it’s your  
                    Birthday!

X

X

X

X

v
Ladies night

Wednesday, July 12, at 8 PM

22 Wellesley CirCle • MiCkie siMpson hosting • 301-229-4070
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we use non-hazardous, non-toxic liquid silicones 
to gently wash your clothes without harming the 
environment or your skin. For us, nothing is more 
important than putting forward the best quality  

service with the utmost pride in our craft.

7309 Macarthur blvd • bethesda, Md 20816
www.glenechocleaners.com • www.greenearthcleaning.com

Mon–Fri 7:30 to 6:30 • sat 8:00 to 5:00

Green cleaners
Glen echo

new Prices

total services

301-320-4000

10% off
dry cleaning  

& Laundry
expires July 31

10% off
dry cleaning  

& Laundry
expires July 31

pants $6.95 • sweaters $7.95

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE (SUMMER) 
 

Holy Eucharist   8:00 a.m. 
Nursery Care     9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist    10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays:  Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.; Eucharist at Noon 

 
■  MUSIC AT REDEEMER 
Sunday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m.  

Organ Fireworks & Ice Cream Social 
 
■  MISSION WORK THIS SUMMER 

Water Ministry at St. Columba’s 
 

Sunday Services are available on our website! 
http://www.redeemerbethesda.org/worship/service-recordings/ 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301-229-3770 ▪ office@redeemerbethesda.org 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252


