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Advisory Committee 
on Land Acquisition
As reported in last month’s 
Echo, Glen Echo’s Mayor, 
Willem Polak, after con-
sultation with the Town 
Council, formed an Advisory 
Committee. Our charter is to 
provide objective business, 
financial, and legal analysis 
and advice to the Mayor 
and Town Council to help 
them better understand the 
current and potential value 
of the Town’s existing real 
estate assets. This initiative 
was prompted by the offer 
by Aaron Hirsch to sell the 
Vassar Circle property to 
the Town outright (not swap 
as previously offered). The 
real estate assets being 

reviewed by the commit-
tee are the Town Hall (and 
property), the undeveloped 
property on Tulane Avenue 
(behind the Irish Inn), and 
the Vassar Circle property.

The Advisory Commit-
tee comprises residents and 
non-residents, well-versed 
in the fields of architecture, 
zoning, planning, design, and 
finance, and is chaired by me, 
Alexis Feringa. Our mission, 
in fulfillment of the charter, 
is to conduct due diligence 
on a set of options as related 
to Town-owned proper-
ties and the offer to acquire 
Vassar Circle, which could 
include maintaining the 
status quo. We have devel-
oped a set of considerations, 

including financial security 
of the Town, impact on resi-
dents and local businesses, 
increased green space, and 
risk, among others. Ulti-
mately, we will provide a set 
of recommendations to the 
Town Council. It will then 
be up to the Council to take 
action, if any, on the due dili-
gence presented.

The Advisory Commit-
tee met in a closed session 
at our initial meetings, as 
we wanted to hear from 
Town counsel Ron Bolt on 
property zoning and other 
legal matters surrounding 
the properties. Three of our 
meetings were open for all or 
part of the time; our goal is to 
hold as many open meetings 
as possible moving forward 
so interested residents can 
observe the process. In ad-
dition, I have requested a 
time slot at the September 
11 Town Council meeting to 
provide an update.

One of our first activi-
ties has been data gather-
ing—both the historical 

perspective as well as from 
interested and potentially 
impacted folks. To that end, 
we met with Chris Hughes 
from the Irish Inn, architect 
Dick Leggin, and developer 
and resident Aaron Hirsch. 
We also received excellent 
input from several resi-
dents, including our former 
Mayor, Debbie Beers. We 
will work closely with the 
Town Council on when and 
how all Glen Echo residents 
will provide their thoughts 
and input on potential op-
tions. As of now, the Advi-
sory Committee does not 
have a specific due date 
for our final recommenda-
tions, though we hope to 
complete our analysis and 
present early in October. 
Every person on our com-
mittee has expressed their 
appreciation for the oppor-
tunity to contribute to this 
important decision for the 
Town. We also believe this 
might serve as a test case 
for future Town initiatives.  
—Alexis Feringa 

There are no Town Council Notes this month as the 
Council did not meet in August. The Echo reached out 

to the Advisory Committee on Land Acquisition, which has 
been meeting weekly in August, to see if they would like to 
share any details with residents. Mayor Polak and the com-
mittee’s chair Alexis Feringa were enthusiastic to report.
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Let me start with a warn-
ing that my first new-

comers column is deeply 
self-serving: Anne Speca 
and Lyonel Moreau are old 
friends who we lured to 
Glen Echo from Columbia 
Heights, and I’m delighted 
to introduce them in the 
pages of The Echo. They pur-
chased their home at 6003 
Bryn Mawr Avenue in 2015, 
but moved in this summer, 
having rented it out until the 
right time for their twins to 
change schools.

Anne and Lyo are the 
parents of six-year-olds 
Cléophée (Cléo) and Manoé, 
who will join the sizeable 
troup of Glen Echo first 
graders at Bannockburn next 
year. Prior to moving, they 
attended a bilingual Montes-
sori school, and are hoping to 
find opportunities to prac-
tice the near-fluent Spanish 
they developed there. Cléo 
and Manoé have enjoyed 
art camp at Glen Echo and 
the freedom of dropping in 
on neighborhood friends. 
Manoé is also an avid hide-
and-seek player.

Lyo moved to the United 
States from France in 2002 
to work as a hair stylist, ex-
pecting to stay only a short 
time. He met Anne within 
a few months, though, and 
the rest, c’est l’histoire. Lyo 
is the owner of Evolve Salon 
in Georgetown, where he 
has worked for several 
years. Lyo enjoys glassblow-

ing and looking for wild 
foods in the forest.

Anne has worked in 
international development 
for 15 years, specializing in 
disaster risk management 
and food crisis analysis. She 
loves the biking and running 
trails and woodsiness of 
Glen Echo, and is taken with 
the ambient noise. In addi-
tion to the sound of crickets 
and birds, she likens the ebb 
and flow of traffic noise on 
the Clara Barton Parkway 
to the rhythms of waves 
on the beach. Talk about a 
glass-half-full attitude! As a 
city resident for many years, 
Anne is interested in ways 
to improve the walkability 
between Glen Echo and 
nearby neighborhoods.

Both Anne and Lyo have 
joined the ranks of Glen 
Echo bike commuters—give 
a wave when you see them 
speeding by! —Angela 
Hirsch

New to Town
Anne, 
Manoé, 
Cléo, 
and Lyo
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Wild ThingsI  was recently out of town 
overnight, so I first got 

word that something was 
out of the ordinary when my 
wife Becky called me at 11:30 
PM to ask where the breaker 
for our home office was. After 
she cut the power supply to 
the room, she told me that 
she had smelled smoke, 
searched the house for the 
source, and determined it 
was coming from an outlet in 
the office. Hearing loud, 
crackling electric sounds, 
and seeing wisps of 
smoke coming from the 
outlet affirmed the prob-
lem. Naturally, she called 
911. Eight minutes later 
a brigade of firefighters 
were parked on Welles-
ley, inspecting the house 
and pointing heat guns at 
every wall but coming up 
cold. They assured Becky 
that everything was fine 
and wondered out loud 
whether the smell she 
smelled really had been 
smoke. They said to just call 
an electrician in the morning 
and that she’d be fine to leave 
the power on. Wisely, Becky 
questioned that judgment 
and left the breaker off. 

That night, Becky was 
up every hour checking for 
smoke. The next day, she 
worked from home. She 
didn’t need to call an electri-
cian because it just so hap-
pened we were in the middle 
of a bathroom remodel by 
fellow Glen Echoan, Mark 
McCaffery, who also does 
electrical work. How con-
venient. So toward the end 

of the day, when Mark had a 
moment, he went to the of-
fice, removed the outlet plate, 
and could smell the burning 
smell Becky was getting the 
night before (vindication!). 
Mark’s words to Becky were 
something along the lines 
of, “You aren’t going to like 
this but I need to cut a hole 

in your wall.” And then, after 
cutting a second, even larger 
hole in the wall, an explica-
tive may have been heard as 
Mark was suddenly face to 
face with a very stuck, three-
foot-long, black rat snake.

The snake had been at-
tracted into the wall by a 
family of mice who were 
nesting between the studs. 
The good snake ate up all the 
mice, but with its belly full, it 
could no longer fit through 
the small holes that led out 
of the mouse den. As it tried 
to find its way back outside 
the snake got stuck between 
the stud and an electric wire. 

Previously, the mice had vo-
raciously chewed the insu-
lated casing around the wire 
such that the copper wire 
was exposed. Once wedged 
between the wire and the 
stud, the snake’s body arced 
the wires sending non-lethal 
electric shocks through its 
mice-filled belly. Hence the 
smell, the crackling, and 
the smoke the night before. 
Dexterously, Mark removed 
the snake, mugged for the 
camera with it (see pic), and 
then released it in the woods 
behind our house just as I 
arrived home.

The snake did suffer from 
some burn wounds, but 
thankfully it had a big meal 
to heal on. Here’s to the good 
health of Glen Echo’s snakes. 
Their work in keeping our 
Town’s mouse population 
down is greatly appreciated, 
but we hope that future 
predation is an outside 
business. —Pete Epanchin 

In June, the Maasjo/Speal-
man family at the bottom 

of Bryn Mawr had a close 
encounter with a tiny, fuzzy 
interloper in their house. 
Having lived in downtown 
DC for many years, every-
one at first assumed it was a 
rat. But closer examination 
revealed that it had long 
ears and a short tail (instead 
of short ears and a long 
tail) and was in fact a baby 
bunny, not much bigger 
than a fist. No one knows for 

sure just how the trespasser 
made its way inside, but 
once identified, various 
herding and catching imple-
ments were deployed (bags, 
buckets, brooms, etc.). The 

intruder had a wil-
iness and quick-
ness that belied 
its age. Eventually, 
it was herded into 

a small bathroom, 
where a tense face-off 
finally resulted in capture. 
The family authorities 
decided to extend leniency, 
and released the bunny 
without bail. It hopped away 
happily, accompanied by a 
torrent of “awwwws” from 
the children in attendance.  
—Dan Spealman

Across the way, at 6001 
Bryn Mawr, we were 

having our own little visi-
tors though things were a 
bit more morbid. First, 
two-year-old Alice unwit-
tingly stepped on a tiny 
mouse in our driveway and 
killed it. She 
was barefoot. 
We watched it 
decompose over 
the next weeks. 
Then later in the summer, 
when Mumgee discovered 
another mouse, this time in 
the basement, she knew just 
what to do. Another stomp; 
another lesson in life and 
death in the natural world. 
—Emily Parsons

Send your photos and tales of 
encounters with local wildlife 
to TheEchoEditor@gmail.com

Mark and snake
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Handyman  
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“Let’s talk about real estate
 along MacArthur Blvd.”

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301-907-7600  Direct: 301-215-6875

www.EleanorBalaban.com
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I love frogs and toads. 
They come visit my 

garden in spring and can be 
heard like an orchestra dur-
ing mating season. Shortly 
after, I can see tadpoles 
and occasionally a few little 
frogs and toads in the small 
pool and then they vanish. 
Where do they go?

There are about nine 
species of frogs and toads 
(henceforth called frogs) 
commonly encountered in 
Montgomery County. Most 
of these live in the woods 
and make use of vernal 
pools (temporary fish-less 
ponds) to breed. The green 
frog and Bullfrog usually 
live in ponds year-round. 
In Glen Echo we mostly 
have the Wood Frog, Peeper, 
and American Toad. They 
often show up at breeding 
time and then return to the 
woods as do the little ones 
after they have matured into 
frogs in the late spring to 
early summer.

Frogs are imperiled 
worldwide. They are ex-
tremely sensitive to pol-
luted water, and since they 
breath and drink through 
their skin, they are highly 
susceptible to environ-
mental toxins. Most require 
wetland habitats and pools. 
Because of the way that 
neighborhoods are devel-
oped, with lots being clear 
cut and leveled, the depres-
sions that form vernal pools 
are eliminated. Then the 
dense road networks that 
are installed lead to mass 
killings of amphibians. The 

final blow is the creation 
of lawns that are intensely 
fertilized and treated with 
pesticides. This results in 
poisoning of any remaining 
vernal pools or ponds.

In Glen Echo, the Po-
tomac River and Cabin John 
Creek provide the refuge 
that resupplies the neigh-
borhood as frogs start to die 
out. In most American sub-
urbs, you can drive through 
in spring and not hear or 
see a single frog. As you get 
further out in the country, 
frogs are abundant and the 
choruses can be deafening. 
What’s left in the suburbs 
is concentrated around 
streams and parks.

We can help encourage 
frogs by keeping as much 
natural habitat as pos-
sible. Small naturalistic 
ponds without fish can help 
replace lost vernal pools. 
Water is required to help 
them escape from preda-
tors, to hunt, and to repro-
duce. The ponds should 
have some aeration and 
need to have at least one 

shallow area about a foot 
deep with some vegetation 
to be suitable for frogs to 
lay egg masses. Having a 
gentle slope for the frogs to 
go in and out of the water is 
helpful. Aquatic plants and 
algae are needed as they 
provide oxygen, shelter, and 
attract insects for the frogs. 
Near the pond, have plenty 
of vegetation such as ferns 
to provide hiding spots and 
retain moisture. Leave leaf 
litter and make a brush pile 
with logs, twigs and rocks 
to help attract insects while 
providing shelter from hot 
sunlight, predators, and 
stormy weather.

Vernal pools are also 
important for woodland 
salamanders. The woodland 
forms breed in vernal pools 
and lay eggs under rocks. 
Maryland is home to 19 spe-
cies of salamanders, with 11 
known to be in Montgomery 
County, and 7 that are fairly 
common. They love to eat 
ticks and mosquitoes which 
provides great natural pest 
control. Salamanders are 

threatened by excessive 
storm water runoff and loss 
of forest habitat next to 
streams. In Glen Echo, we 
have the spotted Salaman-
der which is very beauti-
ful and breeds in March. 
Also keep an eye out for 
Grey Tree Frogs, which are 
extremely vocal and change 
their skin color from various 
shades of grays and greens 
to match the bark of a tree 
so they won’t be seen.

Toads, frogs, and sala-
manders are great additions 
to your garden. A single frog 
will eat a huge number of 
insects including sow bugs, 
slugs, mosquitoes, flies, 
and cutworms. To encour-
age frogs to stay in my Glen 
Echo garden, I am going to 
create a small brush pile 
with logs, twigs, leaves, and 
rocks and hope they can get 
the protection and food they 
need to stay.

So, now we know where 
the frogs go—back to the 
woods, if they make it (do 
they cross the parkway?). We 
in Glen Echo are extremely 
lucky to live in a place with 
such a rich natural environ-
ment due to its proximity to 
the Potomac River. We can 
enhance our gardens by cre-
ating safe habitats for frogs 
and enjoy the fun of beauti-
ful amphibians hopping 
around the garden. —Holly 
Shimizu, with special thanks 
to Lance Benedict, Montgom-
ery County Coordinator for 
MARA (Maryland Amphibian 
and Reptile Atlas) for much of 
this information.  

Holly in the Ivy
A spring peeper
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To get there, look for the 
bright yellow house at 

the corner of MacArthur 
Boulevard and Walhonding 
Road. The wooden sign is 
worn, but still reads “Syca-
more Store”—likely confus-
ing passing motorists from 
elsewhere who are unaware 
that it stopped serving that 
purpose decades ago. Across 
from that landmark, you’ll 
find the dirt path that heads 
under the old abandoned 
trolley trestle before arriving 
at a concrete bridge. Fol-
low the narrow bridge as it 
arches over the Clara Barton 
Parkway and then loops 
around to drop you off on the 

other side. Continue down 
the steep path and over 
one more wooden and steel 
footbridge across the canal 
to arrive at the towpath.

There, if you peer into the 
right opening in the trees, 
you’ll find a small dock on 
the Potomac, and a rope that 
leads across a channel to an 
island you might even miss 
if you were just biking the 
towpath from one place to 
another. If you pull the rope, 
a bell rings on the island, 

summoning Joe Hage, who 
likely has the most interest-
ing job and living situation 
out of all your neighbors.

Joe is the caretaker of 
Sycamore Island, and he’s 
responsible for repairs and 
upkeep of the buildings and 
grounds, but his main job 
is to run the ferry back and 
forth between the island and 
the towpath. My family and 
I have come for a visit, and 
after the kids have a brief 
argument over who gets to 

ring the bell (surprise twist: 
they both can ring the bell) 
what seems at first like a flat 
portion of the dock on the 
other side detaches from 
the island and heads our 
way. This rudimentary ferry 
must be operated manually 
by someone pulling it back 
and forth via a tethered line 
across the channel.

As we board and cross, 
Joe and his girlfriend, Mary 
Kearney, welcome us cheer-
fully to the island. It gets 
a bit solitary in the win-
ter, we’re told, when most 
people don’t venture out. 
The bell doesn’t often ring 
and the whole world quiets 

the Caretaker of Sycamore Island

Along the Potomac

The bell rope and  
tow rope for the ferry 

parked across the river
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down. But come summer, 
the bell never seems to 
stop, and it’ll ring as often 
in an hour as it will during 
a whole week of winter days.

When we arrive at the 
island, Joe gives us a tour 
of the simple grounds 
and a short history of the 
private organization that 
owns it. Sycamore 
Island Club has been 
around, protecting 
the island for the 
enjoyment of mem-
bers, since as far back 
as 1885. Today, about 
160 families relax, 
swim, picnic, and 
boat here. There’s a 
rack of canoes (some 
of which have been 
used by commuters 
to the CIA campus, 
directly across the 
river), along with the club-
house and caretaker’s house.

The clubhouse is aged 
and homey—it feels like a 
summer cabin that’s been 
in your family for genera-
tions. It’s not very large, but 
it has room for a pool table 
and darts, a few chairs for 
reading newspapers as the 
sun rises over the river, 
and enough space to oc-
casionally host a set by Joe’s 
honky-tonk band. There’s a 
fair amount of memorabilia 
and trophies here from the 
heyday of the club—when 
members would take the 
trolley out to a fancier club-
house for weekend dances 
(before the river carried it 
away in the flood of 1936), 
and when people would 

regularly line the banks of 
the Potomac to watch white-
water races and regattas.

Joe came to the island 
when he was 40. He was 
running a painting busi-
ness, feeling burned out, and 
about ready for a midlife cri-
sis when he heard through 
a friend about a possible 

new way to get away without 
having to go very far. Joe 
took a pay cut to take the 
caretaker’s job, but saved on 
his mortgage and daycare, 
and also got to spend more 
time with his two young 
daughters. “It was perfect for 
me, and I was perfect for it,” 
says Joe about the role.

The quarters aren’t very 
big, so it was perhaps a little 
tight for the three of them. 
But the view was impressive 
and none of the girls’ friends 
could top a sleepover party 
on an island. The girls are 
grown now and have moved 
away, but they’ll always have 
those unique memories of 
saving a warbler stuck in a 
spider web, being pulled in 
a canoe across the ice to the 

mainland, and tossing sticks 
at a beaver to move it off the 
path so they could make it to 
the school bus on time.

Mostly it’s an idyllic life. 
When the sounds of the 
parkway fade away behind 
you as you trek to the river 
and make the crossing, “the 
short walk can transform the 

way you look at the way you 
live” says Joe. Just a little over 
a half a mile from Glen Echo, 
Joe resides in a different 
world full of Mistflower and 
Bluebells, Morning Glory 
and Rose Mallow and Yellow 
Wood Sorrel. His neighbors 
include muskrats, otters, 
foxes, and turtles that eat the 
mulberries that fall into the 
channel. He’s seen swim-
ming squirrels, a snake that 
consumed a nine-inch bass, 

and a spooked dear that 
swam from the island clear 
across to the Virginia side.

But there’s also plenty of 
danger. About once a decade, 
the water gets high enough 
to put almost the entire 
island under water. The 
river can always surprise 
you, but usually Joe gets a 
couple days warning from 
upstream monitors. Then 
he has to chain up all of the 
boats and tie down all of the 
picnic tables, and hopefully 
leave the island before it gets 
too dangerous to cross. If he 
doesn’t, the National Park 
Service has warned him that 
they’re not sending in the 
helicopters to get him—the 
tree coverage is too dense. 
“You have to respect the 
river,” says Joe, “it’s always 

going to win.”
Joe’s been do-

ing his job now 
since 2002. “Fig-
ure I’ll stay here 
forever,” he says. 
“The longer I 
stay, the harder it 
gets to leave.” Two 
more years, and 

he’ll be the longest serving 
caretaker, and he’s confident 
he’ll be at it at least another 
twenty. “Until he’s a crotchety 
old man” teases Mary with a 
wink. But it’s hard to imagine 
Joe getting crotchety about a 
job he clearly loves so much. 
It’s evident in his warm smile 
as he tugs us back across the 
channel—letting the kids 
“help” along the way—and 
then returns back to his island 
home. —Dan Spealman

The clubhouse

Joe Hage
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GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816

301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints

Joy of Spirit Jewelry
Call for 

appointment

tel 301-233-1305
joyofspiritjewelry 

@gmail.Com

www.joyofspiritjewelry.com

lynn Dworsky- Designer

Lynn S. Dworsky, M.D.
Child, Adolescent, Adult Psychiatry

Board Certified, A.B.P.N.

7945 MacArthur Blvd, Suite 226
Cabin John, MD 20818

Phone (301) 229-1004
docdworsky@gmail.com

HyPNosis • GestAlt tHerAPy • NeuroPsyCHiAtry
PsyCHotHerAPy • PsyCHoPHArmAColoGy

Law & Associates, Inc
Independent Registered Investment Advisor

Wealth Management & Financial Planning

(301) 229-8500

Heather Cottage
6111 Tulane Avenue

Glen Echo, Maryland 20812-1205
www.lawandassociates.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.  
Member FINRA/SIPC

Rhein Tutoring
lessons  

for french and piano
$40/hour 

References can be provided

Contact Stephanie Rhein at  
240-543-3301 or stephrhein@aol.com

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

MICKIE SIMPSON
Associate Broker | Green Realtor

Real estate professional
and Glen Echo neighbor

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

Real estate professional  
and Glen Echo neighbor

TTRmsimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

MICKIE SIMPSON
Associate Broker | Green Realtor

Real estate professional
and Glen Echo neighbor

3.55” x 2”

 Maintenance, upgrades
 and repair

 Networking

 Advice and instruction
 Virus/spyware protection 
 Internet safety and parental
 controls

Glen Echo resident with over 20 yrs experience
www.dhandyman.com

support@dhandyman.com240-447-6535
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With the weather 
getting cool and the 

leaves turning auburn, Sep-
tember kicks off the region’s 
unofficial festival season. If 
you’re looking for culture, 
check out the well estab-
lished turkish Festival 
(September 24, 11 AM–7 
PM at Freedom Plaza in 
downtown DC) or the lesser 
known ukrainian Festi-
val (September 15–17, Sil-
ver Spring) and syria Fest 
(September 3, 11 AM–7 PM, 
Pennsylvania Avenue and 
14th Street). In its inaugural 
year, the latter aims to be an 
immersive experience filled 
with dance, 
music, 
art, and 
food.

Speaking of arts, you 
can fill every weekend this 
month with a different fes-
tival. On September 10, join 
the takoma park Folk 
Festival at one of the stages 
studding the neighborhood 
with great bands. On Sep-
tember 16, come early to the 
most popular street party 
of the year at the H street 
Festival. It has a quintes-
sential community feel with 
participants of all levels, 
from school bands to big 
music acts. The streets of Old 
Town Alexandria transform 
to an outdoor art gallery 
as part of the Alexandria 
King street Art Festi-
val. Over 200 artists will be 
showcasing their wares from 

all over the world Septem-
ber 16–17.

From Sep-
tember 7–17, 

make sure to 
check out at least one of 

the hundreds of live-ac-
tion, animated, or documen-
tary shorts being featured 
during the dC shorts Film 
Festival. With films on the 

path to Oscar notoriety as 
well as amateur projects, this 
is one of my favorite events 
of the year. And for those 
looking to find a good read 
in time for a hibernating 
winter, check out the 17th 

national book Festival on 
September 2 at the Wash-
ington Convention Center. It 
promises to bring in over 100 
award-winning authors for 
sales and book signing.

While Oktoberfest may 
sound like it’s more appro-
priate for next month, it’s 
traditionally celebrated in 
September to bring in the 
upcoming month’s har-
vest. The area has its own 
rendition beginning with 
snallygaster dC beer 

festival on the 23rd from 
1– 6 PM at Yards Park in SE 
Washington. To pair with 
your beer of choice, join 
taste of georgetown on 
September 24 to sample the 
neighborhood’s top restau-

rants. Tickets range from $22 
to $44 with proceeds going 
to the Homeless Assistance 
Program at Georgetown 
Ministry Center.

Finally, your last long 
weekend of summer would 
not be complete without a 
walk over to the 47th Labor 
day Art show at glen 
Echo park. This event 
runs daily from September 
2–4, and features over 200 
artists from across the mid- 
Atlantic. —Mona Kishore

Out and About

Call me for all your Real Estate needs!

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office

Ilhan 
Ozulu at 
the 2016 
Turkish 
Festival
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The date for the Glen 
Echo town yard sale 

has been set! Mark your cal-
endars for Saturday, October 
21, 9 AM–2 PM, and start 
cleaning out those base-
ments, garages, and closets. 
For newbies, the Town will 
publicize the yard sale and 
all you need to do is set up on 
the day of in your yard or at 
the top of your street if you 
are anxious for more foot 
traffic. If you plan to partici-
pate, let organizer bonnie 
Whyte know at whytehs@
gmail.com. And if you don’t 
want to sell, hopefully you 
can do a little shopping. It’s 
a fun, social day in town. (If 
October 21 is rainy, sellers 
can set up in the Town Hall.)

Another way to bond with 
neighbors: Bonnie is looking 
for volunteers to help up-
date, put up and take down 
signs, post to listservs, etc. 
Email her if you can pitch in.

After years of dedicated 
service, susan grigsby 

is looking to retire from 
her position of Circulation 
Director for The Echo. She 
manages all of our subscrip-
tions and mails out copies to 
folks at NPS, elected officials, 
and former residents (sub-
scribers) each month. She 
currently does the job with 
Julie Hull and recommends 
working with a buddy—it’s 
just more fun. It’s a very 
important job—and a huge 
money maker for the Town! 

If you are interested in hear-
ing more about this oppor-
tunity to get involved, email  
TheEchoEditor@gmail.com. 
Remember, volunteering 
gets you invited to the an-
nual Echo holiday party…

Wellesley Circle 
residents Michael 

bobbitt, Craig Hanna, and 
their son sang sold their 
home and moved from Glen 
Echo in August. Michael 
wrote on the listserv: “It is 
with great sadness that Sang 
and I inform you that we are 
leaving this beautiful town 
on Saturday, the 26th. We 
are not moving far … near 
Bethesda Metro. Of course, 
I will still be at Adventure 
Theatre and Sang will be 
finishing school at Whitman. 
It has been a pleasure raising 
him amongst you all. Thank 
you for 14 great years.” It’s al-
ways sad to see good neigh-
bors go. Best of luck!

The Healthy Kids 
running series is 

starting September 17. 
There are races every Sun-
day at 3:30 PM at the Cabin 
John Park next to the Clara 
Barton Community Center 
through October 15. There 
are races for kids ages 2 
through 8th grade, healthy 
snacks provided, and a 
medal for all participants. 
At $35 (for five races) and 
within walking distance, it’s 
pretty low impact for a fun 

Have You Heard ?

5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Please visit us online at www.wildbird.com
Proudly based in Glen Echo since 1996

live MuSic

mondays – TRAdiTionAl iRiSh  
7 pm – 10 pm

every other wednesday 
19Th STReeT bAnd 

8 pm – 11 pm

sundays – JAzz 
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

6119 Tulane Avenue, Glen Echo, MD 20812301.229.6600  • www.irishinnglenecho.com
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glen Echo town Hall Events

FSGW English Country Dance,  
Wednesdays, september 6, 13, 20, 27   
8–10:30 PM, free to Town residents

Local Events

september 12  5–6 PM, Free yoga class  
for teens aged 11 and up at Simon Says Yoga

september 16  2 PM, Cabin John’s 48th Annual 
Chicken and Crab Feast at the Clara Barton Center

glen Echo park Events

dentzel Carousel $1.25 a ride,  in September:  
Sat.–Sun. 11 AM–5 PM (Carousel also open during con-
certs and other events.)

september 1  6–8 PM, Art Walk in the Park, First Friday 
of each month through September, open studios and artist 
demonstrations throughout the Park

september 2–4  12–6 PM, Labor Day Art Show in the 
Spanish Ballroom

september 3   3–5 PM, The Folklore Society of Greater 
Washington presents a Family Dance in the Spanish 
Ballroom’s back room, $5

september 4  1– 6 PM, Irish Music and Dance Show-
case in the Bumper Car Pavilion

september 10  1–3 PM, Nordic Folk Dancing in the 
Bumper Car Pavilion

september 30  10 AM–1 PM, Saturday morning  
parents’ swing dance in the Ballroom Back Room, $8, 
but kids under 13 free

the puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
Circus!  September 15–October 1  
tiny tots  select Weds, Sats, and Sundays at 10AM

Adventure theater MtC 
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270 
How i became a pirate  September 22–October 22

family activity. Many Glen 
Echo families participate 
each year and the organizer, 
Kathleen Wolf, is a former 
Bryn Mawr resident.

As you may be aware, 
Glen Echo Fire De-

partment was founded in 
1931 as a direct response 
to a tragic fire in 1930 
that killed five members of 
the Moxley family in their 

home, located where the 
Irish Inn now stands. John 
Witherspoon, the president 

of the fire department, is 
looking for information 
about the incident, includ-
ing details about the family, 
property records, accounts 
of the fire, photos, etc. If you 
have anything you could 
share, please contact him at 
john.witherspoon@gefd.org.

real Estate report
Not much new here. The 
commercial property at 

6110 Oberlin Avenue is 
still listed at $1,999,995, 
and 2 Vassar Circle is 
still listed as a single-
home residential prop-
erty for $2,750,000. 30 
Wellesley Circle listed 
at $775,000 is under 
contract, and 6005 

Princeton Avenue listed 
at $999,900 is also under 
contract.

Goings On

  glen Echo  
  park Activities

Sept. 1, Mads Anderson, 4
Sept. 12, Corrina spealman, 9

Sept. 18, Hayes polak, 4
Sept. 23, Alexander vincent, 11

Sept. 21, Liam dobson, 7
Sept. 26, stella gillberg, 3 

Sept. 28, pg parsons Amdur, 4
Sept. 28, declan spealman, 7

They say it’s your Birthday!

XX

v

Ladies night
Thursday, sepTember 21, aT 8 pm

29 Wellesley CirCle • Debb ie beers hos t ing  • 3 01-2 2 9 -73 0 8



12   September 2017

we use non-hazardous, non-toxic liquid silicones 
to gently wash your clothes without harming the 
environment or your skin. For us, nothing is more 
important than putting forward the best quality  

service with the utmost pride in our craft.

7309 MacArthur blvd • bethesda, Md 20816
www.glenechocleaners.com • www.greenearthcleaning.com

Mon–Fri 7:30 to 6:30 • Sat 8:00 to 5:00

Green cleaners
Glen echo

new Prices

total services

301-320-4000

10% off
dry cleaning  

& laundry
expires sept. 30

10% off
dry cleaning  

& laundry
expires sept. 30

pants $6.95 • sweaters $7.95

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist   8:00 a.m. 
Nursery Care  Adult Forum   9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist    10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays:  Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.; Eucharist at Noon 

 
■  MUSIC AT REDEEMER 
Sunday, September 10th, 5 p.m. 

Cornetts & Sackbutts 
 
■  HOMECOMING SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 10 

Enjoy a Holy Crepe from the food truck after services! 
 

Sunday Services are available on our website! 
http://www.redeemerbethesda.org/worship/service-recordings/ 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301-229-3770 ▪ office@redeemerbethesda.org 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252


