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Town Business
First up on the docket: to 
swear in the new Town 
Clerk Susan Ladani. She 
started at the beginning 
of the year overlapping 
with Stacey Malmgren’s 
final weeks. The Council 
and attendees thanked Ms. 
Malmgren and her family 
for their service to the Town.

Nancy Cohen, one of 
the owners of 31 Wellesley 
Circle, came to the Council 
with plans for construc-
tion of a new 5,000+ square 
foot house on the lot. She 
was requesting approval 
to use right-of-way land 
for cutting a new drive-
way. The house will have a 
Cornell Avenue address as 

its entrance will be on that 
street. Ms. Cohen’s husband 
Alex Boyar, a developer, 
expects to begin excavation 
and tree removal around 
the beginning of March and 
building in April. Ms. Cohen 
says that they plan to live in 
the home. The Council took 
no action but intends to 
review the plans.

Each year, the Town 
makes a contribution to 
GEPPAC, the Glen Echo 
Park Partnership for Arts 
and Culture, which man-
ages the cultural program-
ming at the Park. This year, 
Mayor Polak proposed that 
there not be an official 
Town gift. Instead, Coun-
cil Members could donate 

personally if they chose. 
There was debate on this 
topic, with Council Member 
Stiglitz arguing that the 
Town has always given and 
that it was budgeted for 
this year. He and Council 
Member Costello said that 
we should make the gift 
again this year, but that it 
could be up for debate for 
next year. Council Member 

Spealman said it could be 
wise to maintain the gift to 
keep our voice being heard 
on Park matters. Mayor Po-
lak is now on the GEPPAC 
board and said that he will 
report back regularly on 
whether the Town is getting 
enough bang for its buck, or 
rather 2,000 bucks, which 
the Council approved.

Money matters contin-

An unusually icy night kept turnout low at the January 8 
Town Council Meeting. In attendance were three of 

the four Council Members, the Mayor, the outgoing Town 
Clerk Stacey Malmgren, and the incoming Town Clerk 
Susan Ladani. Only a handful of residents braved the ice; 
Council Member Long wisely did not.
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Town Council Notes

The inaugural Family Movie Night at Town Hall, presented by the Live-
able Town committee, took place on January 27 with a screening of the 
film Babe. Thank you to the organizers for this fun family event.
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ued with discussion of the 
purchase of a new laptop 
for the Town Clerk. Mr. 
Stiglitz and Ms. Costello 
felt strongly that the $700 
requested by the Mayor 
needed to come from some-
where in the budget. While 
the Council seemed to agree 
that a new laptop should be 
purchased, it wasn’t ready 
to give approval until those 
funds had been found.

glen Echo park 
report
National Park Service 
representative Aaron La 
Rocca sent in a written 
update for the Council, 
which it reviewed. The 
NPS has identified large 
rocks that will line the field 
along Oxford Road, replac-
ing the posts and chains 
that were removed last fall 
after several people com-
plained about tripping over 
them. A barrier is needed 
there to keep cars parked 
in the field during large 
Park events from driving 
straight off onto Oxford. 
The rocks will be coming 
from Spout Run Parkway, 

which is experiencing a 
rock slide. Also mentioned: 
The upgrades to the roof 
and fire suppression system 
at the Clara Barton House 
are scheduled to be com-
pleted in late February; And 
no update on the Glen Echo 
Park Partnership Agree-
ment between the Park 
and the County, but once 
it is in place there will be 
“little to no change” in Park 
operations.

Committee progress
The Liveable Town group 
has launched a survey to 
gauge resident interest in 
various improvements and 
activities, and its first fam-
ily movie night is January 
27 with the movie Babe. 
Ms. Costello noted that the 
rental fee for use of the 
Town Hall should be waived 
for Town events like this 
one. This led to a lengthy 
discussion about just what 
type of use falls under this 
umbrella. The example 
used as a type of event that 
might warrant a waived or 
discounted fee was a once-
a-month Daisy troop meet-
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ing, led by Town resident 
Angela Hirsch. Mr. Speal-
man noted that the Council 
is allowed to simply vote to 
waive the fee on a case by 
case basis and proposed 
doing just that for the Daisy 
troop. Mayor Polak coun-
tered that the Town needs a 
formal policy that considers 
elevator issues and cleaning 
fees, and protects against 
claims of bias or unfairness. 
This topic was punted to the 
February meeting.

Holly Shimizu, a member 
of the Town’s Environmen-
tal group, introduced a draft 
of a resolution to begin the 
process for Sustainable 
Maryland Certification, 
which she wrote about 
in the January Echo. The 
Council asked Ms. Shimizu 
to be the leader of our 
Town’s Green Team, and 
she accepted. The team al-
ready includes Ms. Costello, 
Ms. Long, and Tim Bragan, 
but Ms. Shimizu will be 
looking for other interested 
residents to join. Once the 
team is in place, they will 
create an action plan. That 
plan must include at least 
two of the following: com-
munity gardens; municipal 
energy audits; municipal 
carbon footprint; evalua-
tion of current purchasing 
practices; green purchasing 
policy; vendor preference 
statement; stormwater man-
agement program; or cre-
ation of a watershed plan. 
Ms. Shimizu plans to line 

up a speaker on sustainable 
gardens later this winter at 
Town Hall. 

The Land Advisory Com-
mittee will be conducting 
a charrette* at Town Hall 
open to all in order to get 
resident input to the report 
regarding the development 
of Vassar Circle specifi-
cally and Town land usage 
in general that the group 
submitted to the Council 
in November. The report is 
available at Glen Echo.org 
under the Town Govern-
ment tab. The charrette 
will be on the morning of 
February 10.

Town Expenses
The updated Town ex-
penses for December are as 
follows: $13,108 to Katch-
mark Construction (roofer 
for Town Hall); $6,200 to 
Elegant Recycling & Refuse 
Services; $5,625 to Lee’s 
Tree Service; $4,513 to Bolt 
Legal; $4,107 to Sun Trust 
Bankcard; $2,017 to A.B. 
Viers (paving Town streets); 
$1,283 to Chapel Valley 
Landscaping; and $1,050 
to G & H Welding (repair-
ing the wrought iron fence 
at Town Hall after a ve-
hicle drove into it). —Emily 
Parsons

This newcomer has a 
very special address: 

6106 Harvard Avenue. That’s 
Town Hall, and settling 
into the downstairs office is 
our new Town Clerk/Trea-
surer Susan Ladani. Susan 
is learning the ropes from 
Stacey Malmgren, who took 
over the position “temporar-
ily” three years ago when the 
previous clerk, Nicole Fra-
sier, moved, again “tempo-
rarily,” to Geneva. The clerk/
treasurer handles, well, 
just about everything for 
the Town, from overseeing 
Town Hall repairs to paying 
bills and taxes and handling 
audits to throwing our an-
nual parties, not to mention 
taking calls from residents 
on just about any concern. 
Speaking of which, you can 
reach her at 301-320-4041 
(Town Hall) or at 703-201-
3281 (cell), or by emailing 
townhall@glenecho.org. Her 
office hours are Thursday 
11:30 AM–4:30 PM and Fri-
day 10 AM–3 PM, so stop by 
and introduce yourself.

As for Susan, she moved 
to the area over 35 years ago 
and has lived with her hus-
band Mel in various homes 
around Bethesda, including 
11 years in Bannockburn. 
Her two children attended 
Bannockburn ES, Pyle, and 
Whitman. Her son Austin 
studies mechanical engi-
neering at the University of 
Alabama, and her daughter 
Ashley is a junior at Whit-
man. Susan had a long career 
in sales—Gucci and Hewlett 
Packard—and then worked 
at Verizon in infrastructure 
and network planning. She 
left her job there in 2011 to 
be a completely engaged and 
present parent in her kids’ 
lives during those often-
bumpy teen years.

In addition to the clerk 
position, Susan volunteers at 
Whitman and donates time 
as an interior design consul-
tant for seniors looking to 
downsize. Susan also loves 
hiking the Billy Goat Trail 
with her family and is a an 
avid cook. —Emily Parsons

New to Town

A charrette is an intensive planning session where citizens, 
designers and others collaborate on a vision for development.

Voulez-vous 
charrette?



4   February 2018

6729 Goldsboro Road

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Joe Testa
Service Manager

Glen echo

A.S.E. Certified 
MD Inspector

“Let’s talk about real estate
 along MacArthur Blvd.”

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301-907-7600  Direct: 301-215-6875

www.EleanorBalaban.com

301-330-4949
A Full Service lAndScAping compAny

reSidentiAl And commerciAl

lAndScApe deSign And inStAllAtion
pAtioS, WAlkS, WAllS, Built-in grillS • Brick, FlAgStone, Block, timBer

complete mAintenAnce • tree/ShruB cAre & inStAllAtion

licenSed mArylAnd tree expert

Serving glen echo homeoWnerS Since 1983
viSit our WeBSite: www.hugheslandscaping.com

or emAil to: inFo@hugheSlAndScAping.com

Hughes Landscaping

7311 MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, MD 20816
www.glenechocare.com

phone: (301) 229-5656
fax: (301) 229-3036

glenecho1@earthlink.net

Glen echo Pharmacy

Auto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic

FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

James Spicer
owneR

James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

TM

Sunoco
Kenwood Sunoco center

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)
5201 RiveR Road

Bethesda, MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138



The Echo   5

This month, rather than 
sharing the happy news 

of newcomers to Glen Echo, 
we’re saying goodbye to two 
long-time Glen Echo families.  

Joci and Karim Khalifa, 
beloved by Town children 
for their gigantic annual 
Halloween spiderweb, are 
moving to New York over 
the coming months. After 
18 years with Bethesda-
based Marriott Corpora-
tion, Karim has taken a job 
with Sidewalk Labs and will 

start in February. Located 
in the Hudson Yards area of 
Manhattan, Sidewalk is the 
“urban innovation division” 
of Alphabet, Google’s parent 
company. Joci will join Karim 
after finishing the school 
year at St. John’s Episcopal 
Preschool, where she has 
taught for 18 years. She has 
also taught children’s yoga 
classes at Simon Says Yoga.

While they haven’t 
decided where to live in 
New York, the Khalifas are 
excited to be close to their 
adult children, twins Zack 
and Aleya, who live in the 
city. Joci and Karim both 
grew up near New York, 
and Joci’s parents still live 
in Connecticut, so moving 
there feels natural.

The Khalifas came to 
Glen Echo in 2000 when 
their kids were finishing el-
ementary school. Apart from 
a stint in Germany—during 
which they completed a full 
renovation of their home—
they’ve been here ever since.

The Khalifas will be rent-
ing their home in Glen Echo, 
starting over the summer. 
Their tenants, Nina and Fargo 

Thompson are 
no strangers 
to town—
daughter 
Holly Shel-
don lives 
around the 
corner on 
Yale Avenue, 
and Nina’s 

sister and brother-in-law are 
Holly and Osamu Shimizu.

The Khalifas will miss 
Glen Echo’s close-knit com-
munity, the impromptu mid-
street gatherings that hap-
pen on warm days, and the 
easy access to nature. We’ll 
miss Karim’s quirky ma-
chines-cum-artwork, seeing 
Joci and goldendoodle Lola 
race around the field, and of 
course, those spiders. Visit 
us often—maybe Glen Echo 
can be a small-town test-
ing ground for Sidewalk’s 
innovations!

angie and peter Zeiden-
berg came to Glen Echo in 
1996 as newlyweds, spend-
ing the months leading up to 
their wedding pouring sweat 

equity into the then-two-
bedroom, one-bath Sears 
house on Wellesley Circle. 
Since then, their family 
grew to include Zach, now a 
freshman at Clark Univer-
sity in Worcester, Mass., and 
Rachel, a junior at Whitman. 
Angie is the director of Ban-
nockburn Nursery School, 
and as such is a veritable 
celebrity to the many BNS 
alumni in town. Peter is an 
attorney and a frequent, 
thoughtful voice on radio 
and television news on legal 
matters ranging from the 
Mueller investigation to 
Chinese espionage.

Many of Angie’s fondest 
memories of Glen Echo cen-
ter around raising kids here. 
When Zach and Rachel were 
babies, she’d meet up for 
coffee with fellow new moms 
Julia Wilson, Dia Costello, and 
Michelle Brafman, among 
others. As the kids grew up, 

playdates moved to the park. 
With increasing indepen-
dence, her kids raced around 
Town on bikes, explored the 
creek, got slurpees at the 
7-Eleven, and now can take 
the bus independently to 
Bethesda and beyond. Angie 
has loved watching that 
progression to independence, 
while enjoying the warm 
community and friends she 
made along the way.

The Zeidenbergs aren’t 
going far—just to Bradley 
Boulevard in Bethesda. The 
move to a larger home, at 
a time in life when oth-
ers might have considered 
downsizing, was prompted 
by family changes. Peter’s 
mother, who always hosted 
their large and growing 
extended family for holi-
days, passed away recently. 
Angie and Peter wanted 
a home that could help 
maintain the tradition and 
accommodate future family 

gatherings. 
Hosting in 
Glen Echo 
was full of 
spirit, but 
required 
taking over 
the Feringa-
Johnsons’ 
home to 

house everyone!
Angie, who thought she 

would never leave Glen 
Echo, assures us that she’ll 
be back for walks, visits, 
and Town parties. “We’ll 
crash everything there is 
to crash,” she promises. 
—Angela Hirsch

Comings & Goings
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Yes, a winter garden can 
be beautiful! The key 

is to plant the right trees, 
shrubs, and perennials for 
year-round viewing pleasure. 
Varieties of winterberry holly 
(Ilex verticillata) have fire-
power, with their brilliant red 
berries always adding excite-
ment to a winter garden, 
and they also bring birds. 
Our unpredictable weather 
has resulted in confusion 
for plants—they have to be 
flexible in order to survive. 
The following are a few of my 
favorite winter stars.

A bright feature for a 
winter garden is the south-
ern magnolia tree (Magnolia 
grandiflora), which has large 
shiny leaves and a sturdy 
appearance. Although native 
to the Southeastern United 
States, these plants have been 
hardy and thriving in this 
region for over 35 years. The 
Morris Arboretum in Phila-
delphia sent me a gift a few 
years ago of a cultivar known 

as Edith Bogue. It has been 
happy in my garden and looks 
outstanding. As an evergreen 
tree, it is especially useful as 
a screen, thereby creating 
a sense of privacy in your 
garden. If you need to manage 

the size or shape of your tree, 
it will take pruning extremely 
well. Magnolias arose early 
in the evolution of plants, 
literally millions of years ago, 
before the existence of bees. 
Thus, this tree adapted to pol-
lination by beetles. Through-
out the summer, magnolias 
produce stunning, large, vel-
vety white flowers which have 
a refreshing citrus scent.

Bark can be a highlight of 
the winter garden. Observe 
the exfoliating bark of our 
beautiful river birch trees 
(Betula nigra) and crape 
myrtles (Lagerstroemia sp.) 
A lesser known plant with 
unique bark is the small 
understory tree or large shrub 
known as snakebark maple 
(Acer pensylvanicum). The 
name snakebark refers to the 
beautiful whitish, distinctive 

striations on the greenish 
bark. In nature, it is found in 
the rocky forests of Eastern 

United States and adjacent 
Canada. In our garden, it must 
have shade and be planted in 
a moist, well-drained acidic 
soil. ̀ Erythrocladum’ is a 
fascinating form of the plant, 
because the branches turn a 
glowing salmon red in winter 
and spring. Unfortunately, this 
particular type of snakebark 
is hard to find because it is so 
difficult to propagate.

One of the best perennials 
for the winter garden is the 
hellebore. Certain hellebores 
are known for poking both 
leaves and blooms right 
through a carpet of snow. 
Since hellebores have be-
come a rage in the horticul-
tural scene, there are many 
new hybrids available. Helle-
borus ‘Penny’s Pink,’ named 
for the famous British plants-
woman Penelope Hobhouse, 
is my absolute favorite. The 
plant is gorgeous throughout 
the year due to the attractive 
foliage and lovely flower. The 
leaves are a mix of pink and 

Holly in the Ivy

For all those Celtics by 
lineage or simply by 

heart, catch riverdance at 
Warner Theatre February 
2–4. This epic performance 
has been touring the world, 
bringing high kicks and 
traditional Irish music and 
dance for over 24 years.

February marks library 
lovers Month. Aside 
from their regular weekly 
programming, Montgom-
ery County libraries will 
be hosting many special 

kid-focused events. Check 
out the Aspen Hill Library 
in Rockville for an interac-
tive sTEM show on Feb-
ruary 3. Or the Elephant 
and piggie party on Feb-
ruary 17 at our nearby Little 
Falls Library.  

Ever wanted to know 
how your favorite pancake 
topping comes out of a tree? 
Well, this month is officially 
Maple sugaring Month 
at Brookside Nature Cen-
ter in Silver Spring. Adults 

and children alike can visit 
the center every Saturday 
or Sunday to learn the 
full maple sugaring pro-
cess, including hands-on 
demonstrations.

For those constant learn-
ers, there are nearly two 
dozen short courses held 
February 5–9 at the osher 
lifelong learning insti-
tute. The topics are wide-
ranging, from Architecture 
of the Wild West to an Italian 
Language Conversation class. 

Registration is now open.
And you may find that Ital-

ian crash course useful, be-

Out and About

Snakebark maple

Southern magnolia

Checking for  
sap at Brookside.



The Echo   7

ing a language of romance, 
come Valentine’s season. 
Impress your partner with 
a one-of-kind experience 
at the Embassy of italy 
where Saturday, February 
10, they will be hosting an 
over-the-top valentine’s 
ball with fanfare to spare, 
including a Romeo & Juliet-
based opera as one of the 
night’s many revels.

Whether to buy your 
sweetheart some sweets, 
or simply if you have a 

sweet tooth, make it out to 
Old Town Fairfax for their 
annual Chocolate lovers 
Festival February 2–4. 

All things chocolate and 
activities to match will be 
on display.

Fat Tuesday, the day of 
indulgence before Lent 
officially begins, comes on 
February 13 this year. Enjoy 
it at Union Market with a 
Mardi gras Extrava-
ganza with over 20 local 
Southern restaurants sure 

to tickle your creole taste 
buds. Proceeds to benefit DC 
Central Kitchen, one of my 
favorite charities of all time.

For those off on Presi-
dent’s Day Monday (Febru-
ary 19), join the heritage-
clad crowds in the george 
Washington Birthday 
parade in Old Town Alex-
andria. The parade will go 
from 1–3 PM and start at 
the intersection of Gib-
bon and S. Fairfax Streets. 
—Mona Kishore

silver grey/green in a hand-
some pattern. Its deep pink 
flowers are long blooming 
and visually splendid from 
every angle. These plants 
grow about 20” tall and 
wide. They need shade and 
soil that is rich and moist. I 
found these plants at a local 
garden center and have 
been pleasantly surprised 
by their performance and 
striking beauty.

An evergreen ground 
cover that grows well in 
winter is the strawberry saxi-
frage (Saxifraga stolonifera). 
Its delightful patterned and 
textured leaves will grace the 
ground and spread through 
the shade garden because 

plantlets form at the stolon 
tips and grow where they fall, 
similar to the way strawber-
ries grow. It grows gracefully 
on rocks and around moist 
areas but is not really par-
ticular about where it grows.

Another winter winner is 
the sacred lily (Rohdea ja-
ponica), a superb evergreen 
from Japan, which grows 
about 2 feet high with strong 
strap-shaped leaves. Plants 
appear robust and happy all 
winter and often retain their 
beautiful red fruit nestled in 
the foliage. Sacred lily toler-
ates dry shade conditions 
and is easy to grow. I have 
one from a rare plant auction 
that cost a small fortune be-
cause of the white variega-
tion that edges the leaves.

If you like smaller delicate 
beauties, then snow drops 
(Galanthus sp.) may be the 
winter blooming plant for 
you. Snowdrops are often 
the first little bulbs to emerge 
with their pendulous white 

flowers on nodding heads 
that are bold enough to 
bloom right through snow. 
They are only 3 to 6 inches 
tall, so you need to make an 
effort to notice them in the 
garden, but once they pop up, 
they will bring a smile to your 

face as they mark the first 
sign of spring. I have friends 
in the plant world who collect 
many species and varieties of 
snow drops. One friend even 
travels to England each year 
to buy new selections. A great 
source for buying snowdrops 
and Penny’s Pink hellebore 
is Carolyn’s Shade Garden, 
a nursery in Pennsylvania 
(carolynsshadegardens.com). 
—Holly Shimizu

Our birds experience 
difficult challenges, es-

pecially on the coldest days 
during winter periods. Their 
problem is finding suf-
ficient food without exten-
sive foraging to give them 
enough heat and energy to 
survive—even just over-
night. This is when the birds 
benefit from a little help 
from their human friends. 
This also is why February 
has been declared National 
Wild Bird Feeding Month 
by the Wild Bird Centers of 
America, based right here in 
Glen Echo. Since receiving 
Congressional endorsement 
in 1993 and having it listed 
in Chase’s Calendar of An-
nual Events, we have been 
creating coast-to-coast rec-
ognition for the observance. 
As winter goes on, natural 
food supplies such as seeds 
that matured in late summer 
are used up. While migra-
tory insect- or worm-eating 
birds have gone south, many 
of the seed-eaters remain, 
including cardinals, finches, 
titmice, woodpeckers, 
chickadees, and sparrows. 
Even in the worst weather, 
birds will find much of their 
daily rations in the wild. 
But they always are search-
ing for food and remember 
where it is too. That’s why 
it is important for feeders 
to be kept clean and filled 
during these colder months. 
—The Wild Bird Centers

in your
Backyard

Strawberry saxifrage

Snowdrops
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References from your Neighbors

Hemy
Insured
Free Estimates

973-432-2287 (c)
301 633 1620 (h)
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and Basement Remodeling
References from your Neighbors

Hemy
Insured
Free Estimates

973-432-2287 (c)
301 633 1620 (h)

Handyman  
Living in your neigHborHood
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I know many of our Town 
residents partake of the 

myriad fun and educational 
offerings in Glen Echo Park. 
As a member of the Glen 
Echo Park Partnership for 
Arts and Culture (called the 
Partnership or GEPPAC) 
Board of Directors, I see a 
lot of positive change ahead 
for this national treasure!

The Park already offers 
great programming including 
social dancing in the Span-
ish Ballroom, art classes in 
the Yellow Barn, glassblow-
ing, art glass, silversmithing, 

pottery, and photography 
classes. Over 400 offerings 
are available for you to polish 
your artistic skills. We also 
have the Puppet Company 
and Adventure Theater-MTC, 
Washington Conservatory of 
Music, the GEP Aquarium, 
and numerous classes for 
children. The many free 
programs in the Park include 
Carousel Day, the Washing-
ton Folk Festival, a summer 
concert series, the Labor 
Day Art show, and events to 
celebrate our history (Then 
and Wow), as well as monthly 
art shows of local artists 
(Art Walk in the Park). The 
children’s playground, his-
toric picnic area, and beloved 
Dentzel Carousel provide fun 

opportunities for families. 
The popular Praline Café 
offers food and drink and a 
place to watch the world go 
by. The Park is in many ways 
our “town square.”

Some of you may be curi-
ous about the Park, how it 
operates, and what is coming 
in the future. The Partner-
ship was established in 
2002 under a formal agree-
ment between the National 
Park Service (NPS) and 

Montgomery 
County and 
fulfills many 
responsibili-
ties, including 
managing 
programs 
and build-

ings, planning public events, 
and overseeing property 
management. The buildings 
and land are federal prop-
erty, however Montgomery 
County and the Partnership 
are responsible for their up-
keep. The Partnership works 
closely with the County to 
care for the facilities. NPS 
provides overall grounds 
maintenance services, his-
toric interpretation, and se-

curity. The NPS operates and 
maintains the Clara Barton 
House (which is separate 
from Glen Echo Park) and 
the parking lots. NPS also 
approves and oversees all 
major building improve-
ments on the site.

Recently through funds 
from both NPS and Mont-
gomery County, the Spanish 
Ballroom roof was replaced. 
We are also replacing equip-
ment and painting the Bum-
per Car Pavilion with a grant 
from Montgomery County. 
This will make it a more 
appealing space for dances 
and event rentals. We are 
planning to install a new 
fire suppression system and 
replace the roof on the his-

toric 1921 Denzel Carousel 
with funding from the State 
of Maryland, Montgomery 
County, and NPS. The Part-
nership is responsible for 
interfacing with the Park’s 
resident groups (called co-
operators), the tenants that 
produce many of the Park’s 
programs and also offer 
programs like classes and 
festivals. A central office and 
a web site provide informa-

tion on programs, schedul-
ing, classes, and events.

As a 501c3 non-profit 
organization we raise funds 
to serve the public through 
affordable and free pro-
grams and keep the facilities 
in good condition. Our board 
of 20 individuals including a 
Town representative (now 
Mayor Polak) is working to 
implement a new strategic 
plan that will add more pro-
grams and update facilities. 
Recently, the Park partnered 
with the University of Mary-
land School of Architecture. 
Students spent a semester 
developing options for long-
term improvements to the 
Park including way-finding, 
new buildings, and bet-
ter use of existing spaces. 
The next steps will involve 
reaching out to stakehold-

ers, including the 
Town residents and 
other park patrons, to 
determine what they 
would like to see for 
the future.

This year we are cel-
ebrating the Partner-
ship’s 15th anniversary. 
For those interested 

in learning more about the 
Park history, the publication 
Glen Echo Park: A Story of 
Survival, written by Richard 
Cook and Debbie Lange, is a 
wonderful compendium of 
the history the Park ranging 
back to the 1890s. For more 
information about the Park, 
its programs, and manage-
ment, please see our website 
www.glenechopark.org. 
—Martha Shannon

Our Town Park
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We are having a 
party in February 

to celebrate the hard work 
of all our Echo volunteers 
and contributors. I’d like 
to extend invitations to any 
residents who are interested 
in learning more about the 
volunteer opportunities with 
our publication. If you would 
like to become involved, 
email Emily at TheEchoEdi-
tor@gmail.com.

Virginia Governor Terry 
McAuliffe’s official 

portrait now hanging in the 
state Capitol was painted by 
gavin glakas, who paints 
and teaches at the yellow 
Barn studio in Glen Echo 
Park. Glakas said he began 
painting the portrait in April, 
working off and on until he 
finished in early January. “We 
could’ve set it at Monticello, 
with the setting sun in the 
background,” said Glakas, 
whose paintings also hang 
in the U.S. Capitol and other 
prestigious locations. “But 
the governor wanted to talk 
about work—he wanted to 
be at work. So I knew we had 
to set it in his office.” In the 

portrait, McAuliffe stands 
behind his desk with his 
hand over documents on “the 
restoration of rights,” Glakas 
said, a reference McAuliffe’s 
restoration of voting rights 
to about 170,000 felons who 
had served their prison time.

A s you clear out clos-
ets and basements 

to make a fresh start in the 
new year, save your stuff to 
donate to Walt Whitman 
High school's annual 

yard sale for charity this 
month! Bring any books, 
toys, games, small appli-
ances, sports gear, and more 
to Whittier Woods at 7300 
Whittier Boulevard on 
February 9 from 2:30–5 PM 
or February 10 from 8:30–11 
AM to donate to the sale (no 
underclothing or damaged 
items, please). The yard sale 
will be open on February 
10 from 11 AM–3:30 PM. All 
proceeds will be used to help 
rebuild the Jost Van Dyke 

Primary School and sur-
rounding community in the 
Caribbean that were devas-
tated by hurricanes Irma and 
Maria. In addition, unsold 
items are donated to AmVets. 
Please contact Dana Gurland 
danargurland@gmail.com 
with any questions.

Thank you for the gen-
erosity of our residents 

once again as the S.O.M.E. gift 
drive was another success! 

Carol Barton’s Decem-
ber residency at the Vir-

ginia Center for Creative Arts 
in Amherst, Virginia, was both 
productive and inspirational. 
The 25 artists-in-residence 
included Charles Graeber, 
author of The Good Nurse, 
who is now working on a 
book about the search for a 
cancer cure, and D.C. essayist 
Randon Noble Billings whose 
book Be With Me Always will 
be out in 2019. Carol did a 
number of paintings inspired 
by the Shenandoah Valley 
landscape and by the super 
moon. You can view her work 
on her new website www.
carolbartonpaintings.com.

Have You Heard ?

Virginia first lady Dorothy McAuliffe unveiled a portrait by Yellow 
Barn’s Gavin Glakas (left of painting) of Governor Terry McAuliffe 
(right)in Richmond on January 10. Photo by Pierre Courtois. 

live MuSic

mondays – TRAdiTionAl iRiSh  
7 pm – 10 pm

every other wednesday 
19Th STReeT bAnd 

8 pm – 11 pm

sundays – JAzz 
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

6119 Tulane Avenue, Glen Echo, MD 20812301.229.6600  • www.irishinnglenecho.com
Call me for all your Real Estate needs!

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office
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glen Echo Town Hall Events

FSGW English Country Dance, Wednesdays,  
February 7, 14, 21, 28  8–10:30 PM,  
free to Town residents

February 10  9–9:30AM coffee,  
9:30 –11:30 AM, charette to  
discuss the Town Land  
Advisory Committee report,  
open to all residents 

local Events

February 10  11 AM–3:30 PM, Walt Whitman High 
School's annual yard sale for charity

glen Echo park Events

February 2, 9, 16, 23  11 AM–1 PM, Animal story time 
at the aquarium, for ages 2–5, standard entry fees apply

February 11  3–5 PM, The Folklore Society of Greater 
Washington presents a Family Dance in the Spanish 
Ballroom’s back room, $5

The puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
Tales of Beatrix potter  through February 11 
Tiny Tots  select Weds, Sats, and Sundays at 10AM

adventure Theater MTC 
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270 
alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, no good, 
very Bad day, February 9–March 31

In early January, the alarm 
at the Clara Barton 

House went off for a couple 
of nights getting the atten-
tion of nearby residents. 
The National Park Service 
reported that the cause was 
a frozen pipe which burst, 
but that luckily there was 
little damage.

The extreme roller coaster 
temps in January caused 

huge potholes to open up 
on the Clara Barton park-
way, which created unsafe 
driving conditions. The NPS 
made an emergency decision 
to close the parkway from 
the Glen Echo turnaround to 
Chain Bridge Road on Janu-
ary 24. The rerouted traffic 

caused huge delays as people 
made their way that day into 
DC via MacArthur Boulevard. 
“Our own” NPS rep aaron 
la rocca was on the Chan-
nel 4 news to discuss it.

real Estate report
The Zeidenberg home at 
23 Wellesley Circle listed at 
$1,195,000 began having open 
houses in mid-January. Built 
in 1930, it was a Crescent-
model Sears house. The 
commercial property at 6110 
Oberlin Avenue, which has 
come down to $1,800,000, 
is the only other active 
listing at press time. The 3 
bedroom/2 bath home at 47 
Wellesley Circle has been 
rented for $2,500/month.

Goings On

  glen Echo  
  park activities

Feb. 4, siena Belinkie, 4
Feb. 15, rafe parsons amdur, 6
Feb. 24, audrey Bohi, 13

                  They Say it’s Your 

Birthday!

Aaron La Rocca  
of NPS made it  
onto the news.

The potholes during repair

Ladies WedneSdaY,  
FebruarY 28 

8 PM

Kristi Maasjo Hosting
6000 Bryn Mawr avenue
301-260-5351 night
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Please visit us online at www.wildbird.com
Proudly based in Glen Echo since 1996

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist (Communion) 8:00 a.m. 
Nursery Care  Adult Forum   9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist & Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays:  Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.; Eucharist at Noon 

Taize—February 5, 7:30 pm 
 

If you are ready to work on your spiritual life in an  
intimate community faithful to ancient tradition 

and tickled by our freedom, come by! 
 
■  MUSIC AT REDEEMER SERIES 
Sunday, February 18 at 5:00 pm 
Choral Evensong for the first Sunday in Lent 

 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301-229-3770 ▪ office@redeemerbethesda.org 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   

R L A r c h s . c o m    

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   

R L A r c h s . c o m    


