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Town Council Notes

M

ayor Costello, the entire Council, and Manager Beth
Boa were in attendance at the Town Council Meeting
via Zoom on September 13.

Clara Barton House
The Clara Barton House has
been closed since 2015 and
needs substantial structural renovations to be usable
again. The National Park
Service (NPS) is looking to
secure a $22M appropriation to renovate the house
and is looking for a partnership with a private organization to increase the likelihood of receiving such an
appropriation. While the
NPS plans to put out a formal “request for interest” to
search for potential partners, it also has an existing partner right next door
called Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture
(GEPPAC).
Martha Morris Shannon is a Town resident and
President of the Board of

Directors for GEPPAC. In
collaboration with the NPS
and Montgomery County,
GEPPAC is a nonprofit organization that manages
Glen Echo Park’s arts programs and facilities, including its historic buildings. Ms.
Shannon, Mayor Costello,
and other members of the
Council recently toured the
Clara Barton House to get a
firsthand view of the home’s
disrepair, and Ms. Shannon
attended the Council Meeting to discuss the unique
opportunity that the NPS
recently started discussing
with GEPPAC.
The planned renovation would preserve historic portions of the home
to reopen to the public and
would create spaces that
could be used by a partner

organization as offices
or rental space. In the
case of GEPPAC, this
space could expand
existing artist-in-residence spaces already
active at Glen Echo
Park. The partnership
would allow GEPPAC
access to not just the
home and surrounding grounds but also
the large grassy field along
Oxford Road (sometimes
used as a dog park) and the
hill between the field and
the multiuse path. In exchange, GEPPAC would be
responsible for managing
the Clara Barton House, including ongoing maintenance and programmatic
support associated with the
house, just as it currently
does for Glen Echo Park.
This renovation, if it gets
approved, would not start
until fiscal 2023. At the moment, the NPS is requesting a letter from GEPPAC
expressing interest a partnership. The fundamen-

tal question for GEPPAC is
whether it can commit as a
long-term partner and take
on this new project which
has never been in their
strategic plan. While there
is significant compatibility with Glen Echo Park and
a logic to the partnership,
GEPPAC and Montgomery
County, which has the formal relationship with the
NPS, have not yet committed to partner.
As far as Glen Echo goes,
GEPPAC recognizes the
importance of having support from the Town, and Ms.
Shannon provided this information to keep the CounThe Echo 1
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cil informed. At the moment,
because this is a developing
situation, no specific decisions or actions were taken
by the Council. There was
general agreement that a
renovated and reopened
Clara Barton House would
be beneficial from a historical perspective and another
unique benefit of living in
Glen Echo.

Town Hall Rentals
Two minor changes to the
Town Hall rental policy
were proposed and approved. First, the policy to
allow a refund due to cancellation has been reduced
from 45 days to 10 business
days. Second, quiet hours
(no music or other loud
noises) were formally codified as starting at 10 PM on
Sundays through Thursdays
and 11 PM on Fridays and
Saturdays.
American Rescue Plan
Act Funding
The Town received the first
installment of grant money,
$133,010, from the American Rescue Plan, and the
Council agreed to amend
the budget to account for
this revenue. The Town will
receive a similar amount
next year as well. Detailed
guidance for how this money may be used is still being developed, but it is clear
that it may not be used for
routine Town expenses.
According to the Department of Treasury the funds
may be used:

■ To respond to the pan-

demic or its negative economic impacts, including
assistance to households,
small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted
industries such as tourism,
travel, and hospitality;
■ For premium pay to eligible workers performing essential work (as determined
by each recipient government) during the pandemic,
providing up to $13 per hour
above regular wages;
■ For the provision of
government services to the
extent of the reduction in
revenue due to the pandemic (relative to revenues
collected in the most recent
full fiscal year prior to the
emergency); or
■ To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or
broadband infrastructure.
The Council is awaiting
final guidance and expects
to focus on using the funds
to address storm water issues. The funds must be
obligated by December 31,
2024 and spent by December 31, 2026.
Livable Town
Committee
The Little Falls Watershed
Alliance (LFWA) hosts a
“Sweep the Creek: Whole
Watershed Clean-up” on
October 9 (www.lfwa.org/
events/whole-watershedoctober-09-2021). As they
did two years ago, the Livable Town Committee is
working in conjunction with
LFWA to lead a Minnehaha

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC.
A Full Service Heating & AC Company
Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions,
The Minnehaha creek
clean-up crew from 2 years ago

Creek cleanup in Glen Echo
Park on October 9 from 9
AM–noon. LFWA will provide gloves and bags, and
this activity is pre-approved
by MCPS for SSL hours!
The Annual Halloween
Party is planned for Sunday, October 31, 5–6 PM outside the Town Hall. Trickor-Treating festivities will
follow.
Odds and Ends
Mayor Costello designated
Council Member Stiglitz as
Vice President of Council.
This appointment will allow
Mr. Stiglitz to step in for any
temporary event where the
Mayor is unable to serve.
The holly bush at the top
of Harvard at MacArthur
has been removed because
it was obstructing views for
turning vehicles. The Post
Office sign at that same location is being repainted by
Ms. Boa’s daughter. A new
plugin has been installed
on the Town website that allows it to be ADA compliant.
The Town is looking for a

Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery
new engineer to replace Joe
Toomey, who is to retire by
the end of the year. Note to
residents: Any requests for
parking changes on Town
streets should be requested formally by attending a
meeting in person or virtually. Due to a couple of recent situations with barking dogs, the Council plans
to revisit draft ordinance
language associated with
dogs. Until then, County ordinances regarding dogs
continues to apply. The
next Council meeting is
planned for Thursday, October 14, at 7 PM.

Town Expenses
In September, the Town
paid $4,484 to Hughes
Landscaping (includes 2
tree removals), $3,500 to
LSWG (audit), $3,450 to
Greening Urban (Stormwater study funded by Chesapeake Bay Trust), $3,200 to
Key Sanitation, $2,000 to
GEPPAC (annual donation),
and $1,020 to AR Electrical
Solutions. —Bill Vincent

1-888-474-3391
griffithheatingandair.com
www.GriffithEnergyServices.com
griffithoil.com
‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’
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The Episcopal
Church of the
Redeemer

In-person and Zoom Worship
10:30am Sundays
Masks required.

www.redeemerbethesda.org
Music at Redeemer
October 16th
Juliana Soltis, Bach Cello Suites
Bring nonperishable food items to the
Manna Food Box at Redeemer.
Drop off anytime at the door near
the labyrinth on Dunrobbin Drive.
The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770

Rhein Tutoring

Proudly based in Glen Echo since 1996

Please visit us online at www.wildbird.com

GLEN ECHO
6729 Goldsboro Road

Dana Novosel
Service Manager

A.S.E. Certified
MD Inspector

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

online lessons

for french and piano

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719

References
can be provided

alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

Contact Stephanie Rhein at
240-644-3722 (text) or stephrhein@aol.com

Glen echo Pharmacy

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

5481 Wisconsin Avenue
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Sunoco
Kenwood Sunoco center

TM

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)

5201 RiveR Road
Bethesda, MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138

James Spicer
7311 MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, MD 20816
www.glenechocare.com
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phone: (301) 229-5656
fax: (301) 229-3036
glenecho1@earthlink.net
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James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

Auto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic
FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

I

first met Raya Bodnarchuk
in 1977 when I took a job
on the arts administration
staff at Glen Echo Park. Having recently moved to Washington, DC, from St. Louis, I
didn’t know many people in
the area. As I remember it,
someone had given me two
tickets to the circus, and I
asked Raya if she’d like to go
with me. That was the start of
our long friendship.
At the time, Raya was an
artist in the sculpture studio
located in the locker rooms
of the old Crystal Pool (now
buried under the park playground). She worked in
many media, making jewelry, clay vessels, lost Styrofoam aluminum sculptures,

and silkscreened prints.
She was the daughter of two
artists—her father, Steve,
was a graphic designer and
sculptor, her mother, Betty,
a painter and ceramic artist,

In Memoriam

so she was born into a creative world. Part of my job at
the Park was to produce the
class brochure, and Raya always did the illustrations.
Whenever Raya gave
me the artwork for the
next publication it was
a delightful surprise
of images: flying birds,
posturing dogs and
cats, artist’s tools, and
boisterous figures.
Raya was most joyous in the company of
her friends, and she
had many. She held
an annual picnic and
cheesecake contest
when she was living on
Brickyard Road, and
it was attended by the
most wonderful mix
of personalities. Usually there were about
20 cheesecakes in competition, and the winner received one of Raya’s castaluminum sculptures. The
first-prize sculpture I best
recall was a squirrel holding

a cheesecake!
A dedicated
teacher, Raya
loved her students and they
loved her. Many
of them stayed in
touch long after
they left school.
She taught for
several years
at Montgomery
College in Takoma Park and then for 32
years at the Corcoran College of Art + Design. She
was kind and generous in
sharing her knowledge yet
demanded hard work and
quality craftsmanship from
those who took her classes.
One of my fondest memories is our trip to Patagonia,
Arizona, in 1979 when we
went to visit Raya’s painter friend Paula Wittner. We
scrambled and posed amid
the Saguaro cacti forests,
chased after rolling tumbleweeds, and crossed the border at Nogales to have lunch

at a cantina in Mexico. The
picture (below left) of Raya
in touch with a Saguaro is
one of my favorites.
Raya moved to her house
on Harvard Avenue in 1981
and was a beloved Town
resident from the start. She
enjoyed meeting people
who came to the post office
and always had a friendly greeting for those who
passed by (and for their
dogs). Anyone who visited
invariably noticed the striking wooden figures she had

carved that resided on her
front porch, a sign that here
lived a creative spirit.
Many in town were able to
see Raya’s recent exhibition
at the American University
of 1,926 small paintings done
over the course of six years, a
beautiful coda to a long and
prolific artistic career.
I will miss Raya as a dear
friend, neighbor, and fellow
artist, a sentiment I’m sure
is shared by all who knew
her. —Carol Barton
There will be a memorial service for
Raya in the Town Hall on October
10 from 1–4 PM.
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Y

ou may not have seen
it yet, but you will! Our
Glen Echo neighbors, Alex
Boyar and Nancy Cohen,
have created a green roof on
a segment of their roof on
their newly built house on
Cornell Avenue and Wellesley Circle. Since Alex has
wanted to plant a green roof
for some time, building this
house provided him the ideal opportunity to create one.
What is a green roof and
why did Alex want one? A

Holly in the Ivy
to its interior by up to 72 percent, reducing the amount of
energy needed for both cooling and warming.
Other benefits include reducing storm water runoff,
improving water quality, and
creating habitat for wildlife.
Plus, the roof will last two
to three times longer than a
traditional roof. Because the
roofing membrane under

ate extremely wet soils as
well as extremely dry soils.
A water spigot on the roof is
necessary in order to keep
plants watered during establishment and also during
dry weather when the temperature exceeds 85 degrees
Fahrenheit. Sedums are
used extensively because of
their reliability. Alex worked
with Jennifer Giunta of Riv-

The green
roof at 6006
Cornell

green roof has many benefits
including a proven return on
the investment. Green roofs
provide an extra layer of insulation as well as shading,
resulting in a reduction of
heat flow through a building.
They can limit the transfer of
heat from a building exterior
6 October 2021

a green roof is covered, the
membrane is protected from
the effects of UV, frost, and
sunlight. It is reported that
a green roof lasts 40 years
whereas a conventional roof
lasts 17 years.
The plants used must
be tough and able to toler-

erbend Greenroofs based in
Virginia. Their LiveRoof hybrid modular system is easy
to install. The soil is an engineered proprietary blend.
The soil for a green roof
needs to be light in order to
minimize the weight on the
structure but it also must

have a good water-holding
capacity to keep the plants
from drying out too quickly.
Jennifer recommends a
plant combination of evergreens, semi-evergreens,
and perennials for yearround coverage. During
winter, the plants typically
turn a gorgeous bronze color. By growing plants with a
variety of bloom times, the
roof will attract many birds
and pollinators. Vegetables
and herbs are often blended
into the mix of plants.
New construction is a
good time to plant a green
roof as it can be designed
with specific requirements.
Another option is to choose
a green roof when retrofitting an old garage or shed.
If you are thinking about a
green roof, be sure to consider working with an accredited Green Roof Professional (GRP) since this
means the individual has
knowledge about green roof
design, installation, and
maintenance. It is always a
good idea to ask for references. Choose wisely if you
are considering a green roof.
Alex and Nancy’s green
roof will become visible
from the street as the plants
get taller and more plants
are added. The systems are
all working, and their roof is
both beautiful and functional.
—Holly Shimizu

Here are two great sources for information on creating a green roof:
www.greenroofs.org
www.riverbendgreenroofs.com

I

f you’ve been
down to the Canal and towpath
recently, you’ve noticed that it has really taken a beating
from all the summer storms. Our
former Mayor Debbie Beers has been
busy writing letters to the Washington Post and to our
State representatives asking that infrastructure funds
be spent to shore
up this vital part of
our community.
This isn’t a new issue.
As Ms. Beers wrote to the
Post: “I remember a meeting in 2010 with the Cabin
John Citizens Association, the
C&O Canal Trust and others to bring attention to the
deteriorating and neglected
condition of the C&O Canal between Sycamore Island
and Lock 8. This condition included neglect of the clay liner
of the canal, which is pierced

Along the Canal

by weeds, making it impossible for the canal to hold water; declining to remove huge
trees that had fallen into the
canal during storms; and
failure to maintain the trails
that lead down to the canal …
The loss of water in the canal has made life for what
used to be an impressive and
diverse number of fish and
other wildlife much less tenable, and the water in the ca-

Glen Echo volunteer clean-up crew

nal is covered in green scum
for much of the summer.” Referring to funds appropriated after a flood in 1996,
Ms. Beers writes, “Such an
earmark is what is required
today, and I would hope that
Maryland’s congressional
representatives would be focused on including such funds
in the current infrastructure
bill. Congress should step up
and restore this jewel to the
condition that it deserves as a
local and national treasure.”
Ms. Beers has asked our
Mayor and Town Council to
also write a letter formally
requesting money for the
C&O Canal in the state’s infrastructure spending. Mayor Costello says she is drafting such a letter.
With all that storm water this summer came a lot
of trash. Last month, the
Epanchins and ParsonsAmdurs met for some precarious trash pickup—the

“ground” of broken tree branches
was very unsteady.
Many bags were
filled, and a few
exciting creatures
were found.
The good news
is that by the end
of September
some of the tough
work of clearing
out all the brush
and shoring up
the paths had begun. Hopefully
the powers that be
will hear the call
of local governments and citizens demanding more sizable investment
going forward. —Emily
Parsons

Bull frog

Box
turtle
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Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes
Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for nonsurgical orthopedic care:
New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.
For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com,
or call 301-493-8884.

Classes | Rent Our Space | Transformations
6110 Oberlin Avenue Glen Echo, MD Behind The Irish Inn
TheJourneySpace.com | FB: & IG TheJourneySpace TW: JourneySpace | 301-613-6830 |
theJourneyspace@gmail.com | meetup.com/The-Journey-Space-Healing-Arts
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(301) 229-8500
6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205
www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered
through Law & Associates, Inc.
Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.
Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC
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Out and About

his fall, new
A wine festival in Virginia
signs of life
abound. College
students have
returned to the
streets of DC,
school buses fill
our roads morning and afternoon, and there
is optimistic
news from vaccine trials for
expected to exhibit. Both
kids ages 5–12. With that reevents are free (not countturn to normalcy, the sheer
ing all your purchases!).
number of events have mulFor those with a love for
tiplied this month as delayed crafts, scroll a unique online
festivals, comedy shows, and
trade show hosted by the
music concerts all return
Smithsonian October 23–31.
with force.
Get the opportunity to see
At nearby Shops at Wisand buy from a multitude
consin Place, from 10 AM to
of next-level contempo5 PM on October 2–3, join
rary crafts, with all proceeds
the 2nd Annual Chevy
Chase National Fine Art
Festival. This event will
bring in artists from across
the country displaying their
handmade crafts in an array
of different mediums. You
can keep on the hunt for
An art
new pieces at the Bethesfestival
in Chevy
da Row Arts Festival OcChase
tober 9–10, with 129 artists

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell
301-654-3200 office

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty—
I live there and love it!”

benefiting Smithsonian research. The fall 2021 Smithsonian Craft Show is set to
feature furniture, ceramics,
wearable art, and more!
Did you know that Virginia boasts more than 300 wineries across the state? Rather than making your way to
each one, try up to 200 wines
at the 45th Annual Virginia Wine Festival at
One Loudoun in Ashburn,
VA. This event will run October 2–3 with plenty of food
trucks and musical performances to make this event a
destination.
Through the end of the
month, head to Alethia Tanner Park on Wednesdays
at sunset for CINoMatic,

an outdoor
movie series
in NoMa with
movies to help
“Reignite Your
Wanderlust.”
The films start
between 6
and 7 PM, and
many are family friendly.
Join in the celebration
of Hispanic Heritage
Month running until October 15. For a sweet way to
celebrate, make sure to visit
Ice Cream Jubilee before
October 3 for a flight of Latin
flavors raising funds to benefit local health non-profit
La Clinica Del Pueblo.
Puzzle obsessed? Bring
your dream team to The
District Hunt, the 3rd
annual play-based event
hosted by Game Genius
around the theme of climate
change. This city-wide treasure hunt runs until October
11 and provides clues for a
self-directed hunt by teams
of 2–5 players. —Mona
Kishore

RICHARD
LEGGIN
RICHARD
LARCHITECTS
EGGIN
ARCHITECTS

301-320-0107
301-320-0107
RLArchs.com

RLArchs.com
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T

his month has events
galore, starting with
the annual Town-wide
yard sale on Saturday, October 2. From 9 AM to 1 PM,
Glen Echo will be bustling
with buyers and sellers and
neighbors catching up. Tables can be procured; email
mayorcostello@glenecho.
org. And unsold items can
be brought to the Town Hall
parking lot between 3:30
and 4 PM for a charity pickup. Thanks to Diana Hudson-Taylor and all the other volunteers for their hard
work to make this event a
success.

Have You Heard ?

T

he Livable Town Committee met September18 to try to restart some
Town-wide outdoor events.
First up, interested volunteers are invited to help the
Little Falls Watershed Alliance Saturday, October 9
from 9 AM-noon to clean up
litter from the banks of
the Minnehaha Creek in
Glen Echo Park. All are welcome, long-sleeved shirts
and long pants are recommended, and trash
bags and
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Our Town Park

T

he Park had many
successful events as we
wrapped up our summer
activities. The Labor Day Art
Show was well attended, and
sales were excellent. (This
year’s list of Glen Echo
artists was shorter than
usual: Carol Barton and
not-quite-a-resident Emily
Boa, daughter of our Town
Manager.) That weekend
also included a fun afternoon of social dance events
and informational sessions
on classes. Art shows have
been popular and pottery
sales robust. The wrap up of
10 October 2021

the Carousel season included more fun family programs, and opportunities to
thank donors and other
supporters. As we cautiously
move toward a recovery
mode, our resident artists
are opening up on a regular
schedule again including
Pottery, Photoworks, Yellow
Barn, Art Glass, and Silverworks. Having a full set of
free summer concerts added
to the joy of feeling back to
normal!
October brings us more
events including the Adventure Theatre program
Luchadora! and Puppet Co.’s
Witch Wartsmith’s Hallow-

gloves will be provided. In addition, the committee will be helping
decorate for the
Halloween party
Oct. 31, which will
be held outside.

T

he Environmental Committee is pleased
to officially dedicate the Town’s
new insect hotel, which is now
installed and
open for business! The hotel,
which was constructed this
summer by Oxford Road
resident Troy Etulain, was

een. See our website for information on programs and

Witch
Wartsmith’s
Halloween

fall classes for children,
teens, and adults. Featured
art shows include Glassworks 2021 in and Ephriam
Rubenstein Paintings and
Drawings, both running October 9–November 14.
The Park’s annual Fall

built entirely of donated
materials. Only untreated
wood was used, since bees

Frolic family Halloween
event is back in person in
2021! Join us on Saturday,
October 30, for Halloween
arts and crafts and a costume parade!
In line with our strategic
plan, GEPPAC has launched
a new task force on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
Board and staff will be looking at programs and policies
for our operations. Other
priority work for the board
includes planning for sustainable facilities improvements and building our fundraising and development
capacity. —Martha Morris
Shannon

are repelled by paint and
chemicals. The hotel provides a place for bees to lay
larvae and it offers shelter
for ladybugs, butterflies, and
more. At press time, the dedication was set for Thursday,
September 30. In addition to
inaugurating the hotel’s role
in our community, the organizers would like to thank
the Glen Echo and nearby
residents who donated materials, lent tools, and gave
advice. These include: Holly
Shimizu, Kasey and Vanessa Sax, Alexis Feringa and DJ Johnson, Robin
Kogelnik, Alex Boyar,
Christina Bermudez,
Kirsten and Mark Roddy,
Carol Barton and Henry Barrow, Peggy Lynch,
Bart Hawe, and Brian
Moore.

F

un fact:
Bethesda anesthesiologistturned-thrillerfiction-writer
Dr. David
Sherer starts
his new book
Into the Ether in Glen

Echo and asks The Echo to
please mention it!

S

pecial thanks to the people who volunteered to
water our Nancy Long Bird
and Butterfly Garden over

Goings On
Town Hall Events
October 2 9 AM–1 PM, Town-wide yard sale
October 31 5–6 PM,

Halloween
Town Party
outside Town Hall

the summer: Speke and Julia Wilson, Mary Parsons,
Susan Grigsby, Patrick
Hooper, Patty Sieber,
Martha Shannon, and
Holly Shimizu.

Real Estate
There were no new residential sales last month, but the
Wild Bird Centers building at
7370 MacArthur Boulevard
is under contract. The last
unsold new house in Vassar
Circle—No. 10—will go
on the market sometime this month.

Local Events
October 9 9 AM–noon,
Minnehaha Creek clean up

Glen Echo Park Events
October 30 1–4, Fall Frolic
featuring trick-or-treating
and a costume parade
The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380
Witch Wartsmith’s Halloween Spooktacular
Through October 31
Adventure Theater MTC
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270
Luchadora! Through October 31

They Say it’s Your

B irthday!
Oct. 17, Cléo Moreau, 11
Oct. 17, Manoé Moreau, 11

10 Vassar under construction

GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE
7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816
301-229-3700

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, AT 8 PM

Ladies night

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints

6106 YALE AVENUE • JANE STEVENSON HOSTING

•

301-229-3578
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Indulge your Inner Gourmet and
Satisfy your Inner Green!
Serving the Community since 1975

Please call

Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm
6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818
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