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Town Council Notes

T

he April 11 Council meeting was relatively short in part
because nearly everyone was traveling for Spring Break.
The meeting was run by Mayor Costello dialing in from Paris.
Also in attendance were Town Manager Beth Stickler (formerly Boa) and Council Members Kishore, Spealman, and
Wilson. Council Member Stiglitz was not on the call.

Budget Hearing
Mayor Costello had several
questions about the budget
for Council before finalizing
it. The new budget will be
passed at the May 9 meeting.
The Mayor asked to increase
the budget for street signs
to $20K to reflect the cost of
some of the bids. The Council approved this. The Mayor
confirmed with the Council
that there would be $3K in
the budget to begin the process of digitizing The Echo—
back to 1948!—but that more
would most likely need to be
allotted in future years.
The stormwater line item
got some discussion as well.
It is agreed that funds will
be spent on mitigation in

the next year, but the Town
is working to get as much
of this funded by grants as
possible. There is another
grant proposal out to Chesapeake Bay Trust, which has
given us money in the past.

The outcome of that proposal will be known in June.
Rather than commit money now, the Council decided that the budget could be
amended later in the year if
needed.
Street repair and repaving was the last budget
item discussed. The Mayor wanted to know what
the Council thought about
it in terms of timing and financing. The Town’s former
engineer Joe Toomey assessed our roads, giving D’s
to University Avenue and a

Is University Avenue due for repaving?

number of other sections of
roads. He also said that the
cost of repaving would go
up 10% each year. The last
time the Town’s roads were
repaved was 2014, and they
should be good for twenty years. Ms. Wilson said
that she didn’t think our
streets seemed in disrepair at all, especially compared to other roadways
in the area. Mr. Spealman
suggested that we could
just start with the roads
and sections with a D-rating. He added that spending the American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds on
one big project would simplify the required reporting
of use, and said that while
unlikely, a change in government could lead to a retraction of unspent funds. It
was acknowledged by all on
the call that the ARPA funds
would most likely be spent
on road repaving—an expensive and necessary project—so the real question is
timing. The Council agreed
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not to include the cost
of repaving Town roads
in the budget at this
time. If the ARPA funds
go directly to it, it may
remain separate from
the budget accountingwise. They also agreed
to have the Town’s new
on-call engineering
firm assess our roads to
get a second opinion on
their state.

Tree Ordinance
Ms. Kishore proposed
a couple of changes to
the Town’s tree ordinances. First, she said
the ordinances should
be consistent and only address trees with a caliper 10
inches or more at 4.5 feet or
more than 10 feet in height.
Second, she recommended that the requirement for
notice of pruning and topping of trees be removed.
Homeowners must give the
Town 60 days’ notice before
removing a tree that meets
these qualifications. Ms.
Kishore recommended adding no additional permitting
for permission to remove

a tree on private property.
The Council accepted Ms.
Kishore’s changes and introduced the amended ordinance. The period for public
comment is now, and there
will be a public hearing at
the May Council meeting, at
which time the Council can
vote to adopt it.

Town Expenses
In April, the Town paid
$1,494 to Maple Hill Lawn &
Garden. —Emily Parsons

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

TOWN MANAGER

Beth Stickler (townhall@glenecho.org)
Next Council Meeting: May 9, 2022, 7 PM
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T

ucked between Mac
Arthur Boulevard and
Clara Barton Parkway by
Carderock Recreation Area
is the David Taylor
Model Basin. You
might not know it
to look at it, but behind the trees and
fields where deer
like to snack, this
giant hanger-like
half-tube structure
houses the largest
complex of its kind
in the world. The
building is over half
a mile long, and once
you’re inside, it’s
hard for your brain
to grasp that scale.
Is that the end? Way,
way over there?
The main attractions of
the facility are the giant
testing pools, one of which
is almost 1,900 feet long and
22 feet deep. To put that in
perspective, it’s more than
the length of five football
fields. These pools serve as
the watery equivalent of a
wind tunnel—testing large
scale models of ships and
designs to see how they
might hold up and perform
in the real world.
The facility itself is impressive, but perhaps even
more impressive is the biennial International Submarine Races that have
been held there for schools
all over the world for the
last 30 years. The challenge
for these young, aspiring engineers is to design
a completely human-pow-

As Jerry Rovner, the director of race operations
once put it in an article in
Undersea Warfare magathe David Taylor Model Basin
zine, “It may seem
simple to build a
human-powered
machine that goes
in a straight line, but
… a lot them don’t
do that.” Surfacing,
or crashing into the
floor or wall disqualifies that run,
and over half the
runs fail. Luckily,
failure is mitigated
by the expert Navy
diving team there to
rescue any pilot that
veers off course or
gets stuck. And beThe biennial Human-Powered Submarine Races
cause failure is so
of adaptive engineer- frequent, any sort of success
ing. Many of the subs
at all is exhilarating. Even
can’t even be tested
a slower run that makes it
properly before they
to the end can get a spectaget to the basin, and
tor’s heart pounding because
many of them fail in
anything could go wrong at
spectacular and unany moment.
expected ways, so the
When my kids and I got
ered submarine and then
kids are always tinkering and to attend, there were 20
race it down basin. Usually,
jerry-rigging and holding
teams from colleges all over
the designs rely on plastheir contraptions together
the world, a handful of high
tics and composites, but a
on a fin and a prayer.
school teams and even,
wooden sub has also comAnd even if you get it run- believe it or not, a smart,
peted. And while most of the ning, it’s still a major accom- plucky group of mostly elsubs choose the traditional
plishment just to pilot a sub
ementary-schoolers from
propeller propulsion, there
across the finish line. ImagMaryland led by a 15-yearhave been entries with flap- ine peddling your bicycle
old project manager. They
ping fins and even one decin a narrow plastic tube you
didn’t have the fastest time,
orated like a giant ice cream can barely steer or see out
but it sure was inspiring to
cone (sprinkles and all) that of. Oh, and also, you happen
see their determination and
spun to create a humanto be under water and, since it was exciting to cheer them
powered water jet.
none of the subs are waon as we ran along next to
This is not just a oneter-tight, breathing oxygen
the sub down the long cetime design challenge—it’s
through a hose attached to
ment pool deck to the finish
a real-world, on-site marvel
the boat above you.
line. —Dan Spealman

Of All Things
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RICHARD

The Episcopal
Church of the
Redeemer

LEGGIN
RICHARD
LARCHITECTS
EGGIN
ARCHITECTS

8:00am & 10:30am Sundays in person
Zoom at 10:30am

www.redeemerbethesda.org
301-320-0107
301-320-0107

Saturday, May 21st
The Strawberry Festival Returns!!
Music at Redeemer
Friday, April 29th ALKEMIE MEDIEVAL
MUSIC ENSEMBLE 7:00p.m.

RLArchs.com

RLArchs.com

GLEN ECHO
6729 Goldsboro Road

May 14th
KASSIA MUSIC 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770
office@redeemerbethesda.org

Dana Novosel
Service Manager

A.S.E. Certified
MD Inspector

Check us out on Facebook
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco
Check us out on Facebook
Hughes Landscaping was founded in
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco
1983 by John Hughes, on the
principles
customer service
and
Hughesof
Landscaping
was founded
in
exceeding
customer
expectations.
Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983
1983 by John Hughes, on the
301-330-4949
that the company still has
by Office:
John Hughes,
on the principles of customer service and exceeding Principles
principles of customer service and
customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today. in place today. Give us a call today
exceeding customer expectations.
Email:
Give
us a callInfo@hugheslandscaping.com
today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience. to schedule
a free estimate at your
Principles
that the company still has
convenience.
We specialize in patios, deck building,tree care, any kind of yard maintenance,

Office: 301-330-4949

and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.
Email:
Info@hugheslandscaping.com

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell
301-654-3200 office

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty—
I live there and love it!”

in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your
convenience.
We specialize
in patios, deck

building, tree care, any kind of yard
maintenance, and anything else that
you may
need
done outside
of your
We
specialize
in patios,
deck
home.Kenwood Sunoco center
building, tree care, any kind of yard
(formerly Kenwood Mobil)

Sunoco

TM

maintenance, and anything else that
5201 RiveR Road
you may need done outside
of your
Bethesda,
MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138
home.

Check us out on Facebook and
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com
4 May 2022

James Spicer
owneR

James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

Auto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic
FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

W

hen to prune, what
to prune, and how to
prune are perennial questions. One person I know
says, “The best time to prune
is when you have time.”
Since most heavy pruning
work is done in the winter,
pruning in May is the time
to focus on shrubs and small
trees that have bloomed in
early spring on old wood.
They can be cut to reduce
size, enhance shape, or to
encourage abundant flowering next year. If you are
planting or training an espalier on a wall or fence,
you may need several pruning sessions in spring and
summer. If you are pruning a hedge, cut it so that
adequate light gets into the
center of the plant. It is always wise to study the plant
and observe how it naturally
grows as well as considering
what direction you want it to
grow. First remove any dead,
diseased, crossing, or inward
growing branches. Consider pruning as creating artful
sculpture—it will be enjoyable and your final product
will be more pleasing.
For the early blooming
shrubs or small trees, once
they are finished blooming, prune if needed. Lilacs
are a good example—I always prune mine back a bit
so they don’t get too large
and because pruning encourages larger blooms next
spring. If your azaleas are
too large and need to be reduced in size, then it is best
to prune after blooming.

Holly in the Ivy

Hand pruning
boxwood can achieve
a more natural look.

Spring-blooming shrubs
that can be pruned in May
include Camellia, cherry
laurel (Prunus laurocerasus), Fothergilla, Mahonia,
Photinia, Pieris, Pyracantha,
Amelanchier, Spirea (spring
blooming), Viburnum
(do not prune them
if you want the
fruit), Weigela, witch
hazel, and Magnolia (spring
blooming).
Only prune hydrangeas
for the following reasons:
dead branches, size is too
large, or plant health is poor.
Hydrangea plants fall into
two categories. Some bloom
on old wood and are pruned
after flowering, while others
bloom on new wood and are
pruned in late winter. Prune
back stems to just above a
fat bud. Here are two for late
winter pruning: Panicle hy-

drangea (Hydrangea paniculata) and Smooth hydrangea
(Hydrangeas arborescens).
And here are three for pruning after flowering: Big
leaf hydrangea (Hydrangea

the plant and allowing more
light into its center. Plucking is great for the health
and natural beauty of a
boxwood.
If you want a natural look,
I recommend hand pruning. Note that hand pruning is better for a plant. My
favorite pruning shears are
Felco No. 2, which are used
for branches up to ½ inch
diameter. Be sure that your
cuts are clean. Use lopping
shears for larger branches
up to 2,” pole pruners for the
difficult-to-reach branches, and curved pruning saws
for the larger branches.
Pruning for certain young
plants, such as sweet basil,
is beneficial as it will encourage the plant to branch.
When the terminal bud is
removed from a plant, it
encourages the side buds
to grow and will result in a

Felco
lopper
Felco #2
pruner

macrophylla),
Mountain hydrangea (Hydrangea serrata), and Oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea
quercifolia). Climbing hydrangea (Hydrangea anomalis susp. petiolaris) should
not need pruning unless it is
too large.
Boxwood can be pruned
any time of the year. My
chosen method is plucking.
This is a term that refers to
breaking off branches by
hand thereby opening up

bushier plant.
As we move into summer,
deadheading your plants
will encourage their continuous bloom and keep flowers developing. For example, many roses will bloom
all summer if the old flowers
are removed. Summer is the
time to keep your Felco No.
2 pruning shears handy—
your garden will prosper!
—Holly Shimizu
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GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC.

(301) 229-8500

A Full Service Heating & AC Company

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205
www.lawandassociates.com

Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions,
Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery
1-888-474-3391

Investment Advisory Services offered
through Law & Associates, Inc.
Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.
Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

griffithheatingandair.com
www.GriffithEnergyServices.com
griffithoil.com
‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’

GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE
7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816
301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints

Rhein Tutoring
lessons for piano
french and spanish
homework tutoring
References can be provided

Contact Stephanie Rhein at
240-644-3722 (text) or stephrhein@aol.com
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A

t the Avalon: By the
time you read this, the
comedy Anaïs in Love will
have debuted. It sounds a
whole lot like the recently
Oscar-nominated The Worst
Person in the World with a
French twist. Also, if you're
a devoted Downtonian,
you’ll be counting the days
until your old friends from
that Abbey show debut on
the silver screen on May 20.
At E Street Cinema:
May is for Mothers, and
Landmark seems to want
to celebrate ironically with
some classic substandard
moms. Every Tuesday from
the 3rd through the 31st,
you can watch mothers behaving badly in classics

C

the Cinemaniac

My Neighbor Totoro

such as Psycho, Rosemary's
Baby, and Mommy Dearest
(“No more wire hangers!”).
At AFI Silver Spring:
The Studio Ghibli retrospective continues this
month with two of my kids’
favorites from that famed

animation studio: Kiki’s Delivery Service and My Neighbor Totoro. Both deal tenderly, as only Miyazaki can,
with themes of sadness,
self-doubt, friendship, family, resilience, and growth.
Also, MAY THE FOURTH

Out and About

an’t wait for the return
your experience with the
of Glen Echo Park’s
Around the World EmWashington Folk Festibassy Tour throughout
val in June? Stroll over for
May 7 at select embassies
a preview concert this
this year, including Algeria,
month on May 5 at 7:30 PM
Cameroon, Costa Rica, Doin the Bumper Car Pavilminican Republic, Kenya,
ion. This “teaser” event will
Oman, and Thailand.
be the kick-off for the fesOn May 14 and 15 head
tival’s 40th anniversary
to Woodmont Triangle at
celebration.
8000 Norfolk Avenue for the
Enjoy some Passport DC
Bethesda Fine Arts Fesprogramming by shoptival. This year will bring
ping at the Flower Mart
over 140 vendors with an
event May 6–7 at the
National Cathedral. This international flower exhibit will be celebrating
its 80th anniversary with much to sell,
Flower Mart at the
eat, engage with, and
National Cathedral
explore. Continue

expected attendance of
15,000 for this juried art
event. Arts and crafts, music,
and food will all be available
for those looking to make
the most of the festivities.
Have you ever wondered
“What’s Next?” in the world
of art? You can find out exactly what the foremost
leaders in art think at the
Kennedy Center’s Arts
Summit on May 2. The daylong program of workshops
and discussions will focus
on what fellows
and experts
envision the
next 50 years
at the Kennedy Center, and
beyond, will

BE WITH YOU! If your kids
have not yet had a chance
to see the original Star Wars
trilogy (episodes IV, V, and
VI) on the big screen, then
stop by the AFI May 4–8.
Other: If, however, you
prefer your stars trekked
rather than warred, the Director's Cut of Star Trek: The
Motion Picture will be in theatres around the metro area
for a brief run starting May 22
(you can also stream it now
on Paramount+). And the latest Marvel obligation, coming
to you May 5, might be a little
more interesting than your
average comic book film with
Sam Raimi at the helm of Dr.
Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness. —Dan Spealman

mean for the world of art.
You won’t want to miss
VisArts’ 10th Annual Rockville Arts Festival on May
8. This free event at Rockville Town Square will have
130 unique artisans showcasing and selling their
wares from 10 AM to 5 PM.
Come to buy gifts for yourself or others, or simply
to take in one of the many
craftsman demonstrations.
On May 21, Bohrer Park
at Summit Hall Farm will
play host to the Gaithersburg Book Festival. Over
100 authors will be in attendance to lead workshops
and hold book sales and
book signings for readers
of all ages at this free event.
—Mona Kishore
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T

he Bannockburn
Spring Show is an
incredible local tradition—
an evening of laughter and
witty social commentary
written, produced, and performed by your very own
friends and neighbors. It’s
been happening annually since 1956—back when
“mid-century modern” was
just “modern”—making it
the longest running community musical satire program in the country. There
are songs about Covid and
its many impacts, songs
about cicadas, songs about
politics, songs about snow
days, songs about the neighborhood, and so much more.
The show happens at the
Bannockburn Clubhouse,
which is also funded significantly through ticket sales.
The clubhouse is a neighborhood institution that hosts
events as well as the Bannockburn Nursery School.

Our Town Park

S

pring brings a variety of
activities to the Park including all-important fund
raising. We are pleased that
the Yellow Barn hosted an
art sale in support of the
Ukrainian efforts of World
Central Kitchen on April
16 and 17. Their sale netted
over $39,000.
The Beeler Fountain
project continues to make
progress in restoring the old
putt putt area of the Park
near the Irish Inn. Efforts by
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Have You Heard ?
The in-person
Spring Show
returns!

there are some Covid-related requirements, interested
residents do need to register
for a particular date in advance at their website www.
fsgw.org. Select “invoice me,”
and the fee will be waived
when you come to Town
Hall for the dance.

I
The shows this month
are May 5, 6, and 7 at 8 PM.
Masks and vaccination
proof are required for audience members. All weeknight performances will
have beer and wine on offer
starting at 7:30 PM. On Friday, bring some cash for the
local Girl Scouts bake sale
benefitting refugee resettlement services. Saturday
night tickets include complimentary beer and wine, and
the bar opens early at 7 PM
for some extra social time.

Buy tickets at bannockburnspringshow.ticketleap.
com—use a desktop computer to select your own
seats. —Angela Hirsch

I

n a true sign of things getting back to normal, the
English Country Dancers are back at Town Hall
on Wednesday nights. The
Folklore Society of Greater Washington, which hosts
the dance, kindly welcomes
Glen Echo residents to participate free of charge. Since

local resident Barbara Martin and her
friends have resulted
in raising funds for a
native plant garden
and other upgrades.
A “Magic Garden
Flower Bloom” fund
raiser is being held
Beeler Fountain
there on May 1.
The Glen Echo Gala “Car- ing our Congressman Jaousel Carnival” will be held
mie Raskin, former State
the evening of May 14. This
Treasurer Nancy Kopp, and
is the first Gala since 2019
the founders of the Puppet
and is a major fundraiser for Co. (Allan Stevens, ChrisPark operations and projtopher Piper, and MayField
ects. It will include honorPiper). This popular event

t’s always happy news
when neighbors who have
left Glen Echo return. Recently, the Anderson family of Harvard Avenue was
able to move back into their
renovated house after two
years away. And in May,
Joci and Kareem Khalifa will return to their home
on University after several
years of renting it out. Does
this mean a return of the
epic Halloween Spider?

C

ome out Saturday, May
7, from 9:30 AM to 4
PM for one of Glen Echo’s
best events: The Plant Ex-

held in the historic Spanish
Ballroom will also include
fun things like stilt walkers, popcorn, carousel rides,
and a silent auction. Tickets
can be purchased at www.
glenechopark.org/gala.
Coming on June 4 and 5 is
the return of the Washington Folk Festival. As always
this will be a Park-wide
event, free to the public.
This year we celebrate the
40th year of this program at
Glen Echo Park.—Martha
Morris Shannon, geppac
president

change. The
still come and take
table will be
what you’d like afset up on Uniter 1 PM. Special
versity Avenue
thanks to Carol
between HarBarton and Holly
vard and Yale
Shimizu for mak(same spot as
ing this happen
the Mini-Farm
each year!
Plants to share!
Stand) for an
Real Estate
un-curated free exchange
hirty Wellesley Cirof plants and seeds. Mark
cle closed last month
plants with their names
for $1,375,000. There is ofand sun preferences; exfice space available for rent
tra containers and markers
downstairs at the Journey
will be put out on May 6. If
Space at 6110 Oberlin Aveyou don’t have any plants or
nue for $3,400/month.
seeds to contribute, you can

T

Goings On
Glen Echo
Town Hall Events
May 4, 11, 18, 25,
8 –10:30 PM, FSGW English
Country Dance, Wednesdays,
free to Town residents

Local Events
May 7 9:30 AM–4 PM Glen Echo Plant Exchange,
University between Harvard and Yale
May 21 11 AM–3 PM Strawberry Festival at the
Church of the Redeemer

Glen Echo Park Events
May 5 7:30–8:30 PM Washington Folk Festival concert,
Bumper Car Pavilion

Mini-Farm Stand Update

May 7 11 AM–4 PM Outdoor Marketplace

espite this strange, cold spring, I’ve been able to work
at the farm during sporadic warm days planting early crops. Beets, peas, lettuce, kale, and garlic have all been
sown, the paths between the raised beds are lined with
newspaper and wood chips, and the fig trees have been
pruned. This year we’re going to put in a drip watering system, which will save time and resources.
The cost of supplies has increased dramatically, along with
everything else these days. Organic fertilizers, seeds, garden
tools, and leaf grow are all more expensive this year, but we’ll
continue to try to bring you organically grown produce at very
competitive prices. I only try to cover my expenses for the next
year with each year’s sales and, so far, that’s worked out.
The tomatoes and peppers I started from seed are doing
well and are about 6 inches tall. I’ve been watching a number of YouTube videos on peppers and tomatoes, picking
up a few new tips to help ensure a good crop. The stand will
again be featuring Nick’s farm-fresh organic eggs once the
hens start laying after their winter break and will also feature Jan’s Jams on occasion.
The Mini-Farm Stand, which is set up on University Avenue between Harvard and Yale, is not on a set schedule, but
will be open depending on the weather and when we have a
chance to harvest. Residents are notified of the stand’s operation by email, so if you are not on the email notification
list and want to get a note when the stand is up, contact me
with your email address. 301-312-2966 (text) or cbarton@
mindspring.com. —Carol Barton

May 7 8 PM–12 AM Waltz Time benefit dance for Glen
Echo Park in the Spanish Ballroom, formal attire

D

May 14 6 PM “Carousel Carnival” Gala in the Park
fundraiser, Spanish Ballroom
The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380
The Fantastic Tale of Rumpelstiltskin
through May 22
Tiny Tots select Weds, Sats, and Sundays at 10 AM

THURSDAY, MAY 19, AT 8:00 PM

Ladies night
52 WELLESLEY CIRCLE • DEBI SACKS HOSTING • 301-320-2544

They Say it’s Your

B irthday!

May 12, Aran Bragan, 10
May 23, Alice Parsons Amdur, 7
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Scan Here To Get
in Touch Today!

Kelly Bohi
Realtor DC | MD | VA
kelly.bohi@compass.com
M. 301.580.4991
O. 301.304.8444

As your Glen Echo neighbor,
I offer first-hand experience
and expert knowledge of the
neighborhood’s market. If
you are thinking of selling
or buying a home in the
upcoming year reach out today
to see how I can help!

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and
Satisfy your Inner Green!
Serving the Community since 1975

Please call

Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252
www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm
6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818

10 May 2022

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and
square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 7200
Wisconsin Ave, Suite 500, Bethesda, MD 20814 | 301.304.8444

I live, work, and
have grown my
family here.

