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Clara Barton Access 
Intersection
Resident Steve Matney was 
on the call to ask the Mayor 
and Council if they would 
consider submitting a let-
ter to the County with some 
suggestions for making the 
intersection by the Irish Inn 
safer for pedestrians and 
bikers. He said he’d draft the 
letter if they were agree-
able. His first request was to 
lengthen the time given for 
pedestrians to cross the in-
tersection. Thirty seconds 
for such a wide roadway 
isn’t enough, he said. The 
second request is for some 
sort of signage reminding 
drivers to look out for bikers 
and pedestrians when turn-
ing right. Before the lights 

were installed at the inter-
section, the four-way stop 
signs at least made drivers 
stop and look before turn-
ing. The Council and Mayor 
gave Mr. Matney the green 
light to draft a letter and 
also asked Ms. Jeon if she 
could raise the concerns will 
Delegate Korman.

Town Hall Upgrades
Mayor Costello asked the 
Council what they thought 
about spending a portion of 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act funds on some improve-
ments to the Town Hall. She 
mentioned removing the 
peg boards from the walls, 
a new paint job, and replac-
ing the counters and cabi-
nets in the kitchen. She also 

noted some crumbling tiles 
downstairs that need replac-
ing. Mayor Costello said she 
wasn’t thinking of a big, ex-
pensive overhaul—more in 
the $20K range. The Council 
agreed unanimously to move 
forward with crafting an im-
provement plan and getting 
cost estimates. Other ideas 
mentioned included im-
proved lighting, window re-
placement, and a revamped 
PA system. The hope is this 
investment will increase 
rental profit in the long run.

Odds and Ends
Council Member Wilson out-
lined details for the MLK 
Day service project planned 
at Town Hall on January 16 
(see pics on page 8) . The Liv-
able Town Committee, which 
organized the event, has 
decided to push the Town’s 
Winterlude event to March 
4 (rain date March 5) to give 
space between the two fund-
raisers. Winterlude will raise 
money for Greentree, a fam-
ily shelter in Bethesda.

Mayor Costello report-
ed that she reaches out to 
WMATA monthly to get any 
updates about their plan to 
remove the trestle bridge 
near Cornell and Mac-
Arthur. The project is cur-
rently stalled with the Na-
tional Park Service, which is 
determining if there is some 
historical significance to be 
preserved in the structure.

The Council approved us-
ing Rolling Acres to clean 
out the 13 drain boxes 
around Town. However, Ms. 
Stickler is getting new bids 
for landscaping because 
the work on that from Roll-
ing Acres has been merely 
satisfactory. The Town may 
even break up the land-
scaping work to give more 
gardening attention to the 
pocket parks as well at the 
Bird and Butterfly Garden.

The Mayor outlined work 
sessions for creating next 
year’s budget with the first 
on March 6, open to the 
public for listening only, 
the second when the Mayor 

C ovid once again frustrated Mayor Costello’s plans to re-
turn to in-person Council meetings. On January 9, the 

Mayor, Town Manager Beth Stickler, all four Council Mem-
bers, a couple of residents, and State Delegate Marc Korman 
intern Ha-Yeon Jeon came together for a virtual meeting. 
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introduces the budget for 
adoption at the March 13 
Council meeting, the third 
when residents may weigh 
in at the April 10 Coun-
cil meeting, and the fourth 
when they adopt the budget 
at the May 8 meeting. And 
mark your calendars: There 
will be a Town election on 
May 1 for the seats current-
ly held by Council Mem-
bers Wilson and Kishore. 
The Council passed a bud-
get amendment to increase 
the salary for Ms. Stickler 
for the remainder of this fis-
cal year.

Ms. Wilson brought to 
the Council’s attention icy 
surfaces at the bottom of 
Wellesley Circle most like-
ly coming from one resi-
dent’s drain. It was noted 
that there are some bins of 
salt around Town, including 
near this spot, that are for 
resident use as needed. New, 
not-expired Covid tests have 
arrived at Town Hall and are 
available for residents upon 
request. The new street 
signs are expected to be in-
stalled by early February, 
so look out for information 
about getting the old signs 

if you want one. The bench 
for Raya’s Garden in front of 
Town Hall will be installed 
soon. The concrete work has 
been completed at the bot-
tom of Yale at Columbia. Ms. 
Stickler will begin getting 
bids for the anticipated rain 
garden at Town Hall and dry 
swale in the right of way be-
tween Harvard and Bryn 
Mawr. At the Town’s request, 
MDOT will be reviewing the 
safety of the crosswalk to 
Bannockburn neighborhood 
at Mac Arthur near Cornell.

Since the December 
Council meeting, Ms. Stick-
ler moved half of the Town’s 
money market funds into the 
Maryland Local Government 
Investment Pool (MLGIP), 
which gets a higher return 
at 4.21%. She reported that it 
was easy to move the funds 
around and that there were 
no delays or fees associated 
because the two funds are 
both managed by PNC Bank. 
The Council felt that Ms. 
Stickler could use her discre-
tion to determine how much 
could be moved to the MLGIP.

The Mayor submitted 
comments to the County re-
garding the upcoming reno-

The new bench  
for Raya’s Garden
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vation of the Clara Barton 
House. She got input from 
the Town’s engineering 
firm as well as residents. 41 
Wellesley owner’s request-
ed variance to build a non-
complying shed was grant-
ed by the County. No one 
from Town offered any op-
position. Permitting for the 
tear-down and new build at 
43 Wellesley has yet to be 
requested from the Town.

Town Expenses
In January, the Town paid 
$6,600 to A.B.Veirs (street 
work at the bottom of Yale), 
$3,110 to Coastal Resourc-
es (stormwater-mitigation 
plan), $1,710 to PNC Bank, 
and $1,008 to Pepco (street-
lights). —Emily Parsons

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty— 
I live there and love it!”

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   

R L A r c h s . c o m    

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   
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A Town election for two 
Town Council mem-

bers will be held Mon-
day, May 1, 2023, from 
5– 9 PM. Seats will be for 
a four-year term. Candi-
dates must be registered 
Glen Echo voters who 
have resided in the Town 
at least one year prior to 
the election and be at least 
25 years of age. They are 
not required to be U.S. citi-
zens. Note: You can register 
to vote at Town Hall and 
may need to provide proof 
of address. In order to vote, 
you may register day-of 
when you come to Town 

Hall to cast your ballot.
If you think you might 

be interested in getting 
more involved in Glen 
Echo by running for a 
Council position, attend 
a Council meeting (held 
the second Monday 
of each month) 
to get an under-
standing of the 
position and the 
Town business. 
In this role, you 
will have an opportunity 
to meet many residents 
and learn the behind-the-
scenes process that has 
made our Town the dy-

namic place it has become 
over the last 100 years. 

Anyone wishing to 
run for Council must file 
a written declaration of 
candidacy no later than 
April 11, 20 days prior to 
the election. Candidacy 

letters should be de-
livered to Jan Shaut, 

Supervisor, Board of 
Elections, 6004 Har-
vard Avenue. The 

deadline for candi-
date statements to run 
in The Echo is April 18. 
— Jan Shaut

2023 Town Election Notice

JShaut@gmail.com 
301-661-6811

6729 Goldsboro Road

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Dana Novosel
Service Manager

GLEN ECHO

A.S.E. Certified 
MD Inspector
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Taiwanese twin percus-
sion prodigies and re-

nowned activists make up 
the band Twincussion, 
which will be performing 
at the Kennedy Center’s Mil-
lennium Stage on February 1. 
Join the mesmerizing per-
formance starting at 6 PM, 
advance reservations are 
required. 

Not interested in host-
ing for the Super Bowl this 
year? Then head over to 
Owen’s Tavern in Pike & 
Rose on February 12 from 
kick-off to closing for un-
limited food and drinks. The 
restaurant guarantees no 
bad seat in the house with 
all nine of its large screens 

streaming the big game. 
While Mardi Gras offi-

cially commences on Tues-
day, February 21, this year, 

start the celebra-
tions early with the 
Brew Ha-Ha Beer 
Festival at Caboose 
Commons in Fair-
fax’s Mosaic District 
on Saturday, Febru-
ary 18. Or start things 
right with a brass 
band and creole cui-
sine at hip metrobar 
in Union Market Dis-
trict also on the 18th. 
Then keep the good 
times rolling with a 
Cajun buffet and 
more dancing on the 

21st at The Yard Park haunt 
Due South. 

As a lead up to the inter-
national film festival later 

this spring, Filmfest DC 
will be screening some of 
its past top French picks 
throughout February at La 
Maison Française. Pro-
gramming starts with The 
Intouchables on February 1, 
continues with Mozart’s Sis-
ter on Valentine’s Day, and 
ends the month with The 
Hedgehog on February 28. 

Celebrate all things Abe 
Lincoln this Presidents’ 
Day weekend with a full day 
of family-friendly activities 
at the National Portrait 
Gallery on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18. Special tours and 
other happenings will be 
running from 11:30 AM to 
3 PM. —Mona Kishore

Out and About

The Portrait Gallery will 
install this life-size painting 
of President Lincoln ahead of 
Presidents’ Day festivities.
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Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home.  
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Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home. 

Check us out on Facebook and 
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983  
by John Hughes, on the principles of customer service and exceeding 

customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today. 
Give us a call today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck building, tree care, any kind of yard maintenance, 
and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.
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A case in Howard Coun-
ty, Maryland, result-

ed in a new Maryland law. 
Here’s a short summary of 
this interesting story.

A couple living in a How-
ard County neighborhood 
with a Homeowners’ Associ-
ation, planted a native wild-
life garden in the front of 
their house. They were de-
lighted when hummingbirds 
were attracted to the bee-
balm and cardinal flowers, 
monarch butterflies landed 
on the milkweeds, and gold-
finch fed on the seed of their 
coneflowers.  Soon the gar-
den had become a dynam-
ic habitat. While the owners 
were enjoying their garden, 
their next-door neighbor 
was constantly complain-

ing to the HOA about the 
new garden. Soon a law-
yer representing the HOA 
sent them a letter demand-
ing that they remove their 
native garden and replace 
it with a lawn. The letter 
threatened that the couple 
would face fines or worse.

This couple was not will-
ing to concede. They con-
tacted many environmental 
organizations and lead-
ers in the field of ecologi-
cal gardening. Interestingly, 
the homeowner’s sister is 
Nancy Lawson who wrote 
a highly respected book 
entitled The Humane Gar-
dener: Nurturing a Back-
yard Habitat for Wildlife. 
Meanwhile, the complain-
ing neighbor was spraying 

his lawn with toxic fertiliz-
ers and pesticides. The HOA 
spent $100,000 in legal fees 
to ensure that the pollinator 
garden would be removed. 
Well, the couple hired their 
own lawyer and won. Their 
extraordinary efforts result-
ed in a new Maryland Law 
House Bill 322, which was 
passed on May 30, 2021.

The law explicitly pro-
hibits HOAs from requir-
ing that “cultivated vegeta-
tion (in gardens) consist 
in whole or in part of turf 
grass.” HOAs and other or-
ganizations must allow 
“low-impact landscaping,” 
including pollinator gar-
dens, native plant gardens, 
and rain gardens. This law 
will have a significant im-

pact on the health of our 
natural environment. It will 
hopefully result in a rise of 
the population of birds, in-
sects, and wildlife, which 
have been declining due to 
development, the use of tox-
ic chemicals, and pollution.

This Maryland law is the 
first in the country to limit 
the HOA control over eco-
logically sensitive gardens. 
Thankfully, it will be a mod-
el for other states. —Holly 
Shimizu

To read more detailed articles go to 
these links:

https://www.nwf.org/Home/Mag-
azines/National-Wildlife/2022/
Feb-Mar/Gardening/HOAs

https://www.nytimes.com/ 

2022/12/14/climate/native-
plants-lawns-homeowners.html

Holly in the Ivy

This is the garden that caused an uproar and helped  
change Maryland state law regarding HOA restrictions.
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Auto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic
FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

James Spicer
owneR

James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

TM

Sunoco
Kenwood Sunoco center

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)
5201 RiveR Road

Bethesda, MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138

GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816

301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints

 

 

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

A Full Service Heating & AC Company 

Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions, 

Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery 

1-888-474-3391 

griffithheatingandair.com 

griffithoil.com 

‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’ 

www.GriffithEnergyServices.com

(301) 229-8500

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205

www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered  
through Law & Associates, Inc.

Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer  
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Securities offered through  
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC

240 535 5526  •  SimonSaysYoga.com

new student special
3 classes for $36

in person + online classes

Yoga • Pilates • Zumba • Meditation

Simon
Says
Yoga
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The Avalon: It’s hard to 
believe that the Avalon, 

the last independent theatre 
left in DC, is 100 years old 
this year. I’m very excited 
that there will be a celebra-
tion of films throughout the 
year that have shown at the 
Avalon over the last cen-
tury. Each month will fo-
cus on a different decade, 
and in February the theatre 
will revisit the 60s. This is 
an Echo exclusive (it hasn’t 
been announced public-
ly), but I’m pleased to share 
that the first film in the se-
ries, In the Heat of the Night, 
will play on February 19, so 
that it coincides with Black 
History Month. Don’t miss 
your chance to see this film 
about a black detective from 
Philly who gets caught up 
in a racially-tinged mur-
der investigation in the deep 
south. As relevant today as it 
was then, the film won five 
Oscars, including Best Pic-
ture, Best Director for Nor-
man Jewison, and Best Ac-
tor for Rod Steiger. We lost 
Sidney Poitier a little over 
a year ago, but this movie 
highlights his acting chops 
and perhaps one of the most 
memorable lines in cin-
ema history, “They call me 
Mr. Tibbs!” Also playing this 
month: You can catch Tom 
Hanks as the classic grumpy 
old man with a heart of gold 
in A Man Called Otto; and for 
one show only on February 
1, you can catch EO, Poland’s 
likely foreign Oscar-nomi-
nee about a wandering don-
key (if that sounds a little 

underwhelming as a plot, 
it did win the Jury Prize at 
Cannes and has received 
rave reviews). EO is also 
playing at the Silver if you 
miss it at the Avalon.

AFI Silver: Speaking of 
which, the Anime Classics 
festival starts this month 
and runs through April. 
Some of the very best an-
ime films of all time will be 
playing, including Akira 

(February 3–9) and Ghost 
in the Shell (February 10–
15), which are both visual-
ly stunning, inventive, and 
thrilling. Something I only 
recently learned is that the 
term “gaslight” comes from 
a well-regarded 1944 film of 
that name that saw the Os-
car-nominated debut of An-
gela Landsbury and the Os-
car-winning performance 
of Ingrid Bergman. The psy-

chodrama plays February 
3 and is part of a several-
month series remembering 
Dame Angela. Co-present-
ed with the Italian Cultur-
al Society of Washington, 
DC, and including a post-
screening wine reception, 
Cinema Paradiso—one of 
my wife’s favorite mov-
ies—is playing on Febru-
ary 19. It’s a beloved ode to 
the movies, whose grandeur 
simply must be seen on the 
big screen, and the lovely 
score by Ennio Morricone is 
one of his best. Also playing 
this month is Best Picture 
nominee Women Talking, a 
film about a sexual assault 
in a religious colony, direct-
ed by the excellent Sarah 
Polley; and Living, a mov-
ie about a man who wants 
to reinvigorate his life that 
earned Bill Nighy his first 
Best Actor Oscar nom.

E Street Cinema: Land-
mark’s flagship downtown 
location is focused on ac-
claimed director Billy Wild-
er this month. You can’t 
go wrong with any of the 
choices on tap: Sunset Boule-
vard on 2/7, Sabrina on 2/14, 
Some Like it Hot on 2/21, and 
Double Indemnity on 2/28.

Angelika: Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s, with Audrey Hep-
burn in her most iconic role, 
is playing for Valentine’s 
Day; and the latest Marvel 
must-see, with the nev-
er-aging Paul Rudd in the 
lead role of Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantumania, starts 
here (and everywhere) Feb-
ruary 17. —Dan Spealman

In the Heat of the Night

Cinema Paradiso

Gaslight

the Cinemaniac
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There is currently a show 
at the gallery neptune 

& brown on 14th Street in 
downtown DC titled Raya 
Bodnarchuk: A Family. 
Sculpture and works on pa-
per by our late neighbor will 
be on view through February 
18. It reflects Raya’s belief 
that her students, colleagues, 
neighbors, and artwork were 
her chosen family. You can 
also enjoy her sculpture here 
in Town in front of Town Hall 
or on the porch of her former 
home at 6105 Harvard Avenue.

A belated thanks to all 
the neighbors who 

contributed to the SOME 
gift-card drive in Decem-
ber, as well as to Julia Wil-
son and Patty Sieber for 
organizing it once again. To-
gether with Brookmont and 
Cabin John, we raised over 
$21,000, which provided 
Christmas gifts for 29 chil-
dren and their families.

First Glen Echo baby of 
2023! Newcomers to 

Town have welcomed their 

own newcomer: The Wohl-
gemuth family of Vas-
sar Circle were joined on 
January 18 by Reed Joseph 
Wohlgemuth. Steve re-
ports that everyone is doing 
great. Many congratulations!

The 67th Bannock-
burn Spring Show is 

coming! This beloved and 
unique hyper-local tradition 
will take place at the Ban-
nockburn Clubhouse May 
4–6 and May 10–13. And if 
you love the show, you can 
be a part of it! Learn more 
at a no-obligation Cast Call 
on Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 6:30 
PM at the Clubhouse. Re-
hearsals start Tuesday, Feb. 
21, and will be held Sundays 
for all cast and kids, plus ei-

5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Last month on MLK Day, the 
Livable Town Committee hosted 
a service project at Town Hall. 
Thirty-two volunteers pre-
pared 200 lunches for a local 
men’s shelter.

Have You Heard ?

Rhein Tutoring
lessons for piano 

french and spanish

homework tutoring 
References can be provided

Contact Stephanie Rhein at  
240-644-3722 (text) or stephrhein@aol.com

The Wohlgemuths  
with new baby Reed
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Goings On
Glen Echo Town Hall Events

February 1, 8, 15, 22   
8 –10:30 PM, FSGW 
English Country Dance, 
Wednesdays, free to 
Town residents

Looking Ahead:  
March 4 6 PM, 
Winterlude, an out- 
door party of lights  
(and warm treats) on 
upper Harvard

Local Events

February 5  10 AM–3 PM, Blood drive at Clara Barton 
Community Center in Cabin John

Glen Echo Park Events

February 12  3–5 PM, Family Dance in the Ballroom 
Back Room, $5

The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
Peter and the Wolf   through February 12 
Tiny Tots select Weds, Sats,and Sundays at 10 AM

Glen Echo Park is in win-
ter mode. We are offer-

ing classes, dance events, art 
shows, conservatory con-
certs, and Puppet Co. per-
formances. Our 2023 focus 
on the environment plays 
out in the current art 
shows. The theme 
of the shows is Sur-
roundings. You will 
also find a few in situ 
art works around the 
grounds.

But spring is com-
ing, and we are now plan-
ning classes, camps, and 
other programs, including 
the reopening of the Car-
ousel. Speaking of events, 
the Park was named the top 
venue for weddings by Best 
of Bethesda this year. A very 
special honor that reflects 
the unique setting we offer!

We are pleased to note 
that we have recently en-
gaged the services of Glen 

Echo native Bevan Shimizu. 
His team repaired the rock 
wall at the parking lot en-
tryway, and they have in-
stalled a new drainage sys-
tem along the pathway next 
to the Aquarium.

Work is progressing on 
the plans for the Clara Bar-

ton House. The 
NPS is seeking 
feedback from 
groups and indi-
viduals with an 
interest in the fu-
ture of the site. The 
Town has recently 

sent in comments. The NPS 
will provide more informa-
tion on the plans and sched-
ule for renovations.

We will be adding five 
new members to the GE-
PPAC board this spring. 
We are happy to expand 
our numbers as we move 
forward on plans for ex-
pansion and new pro-
grams. —Martha Morris 
Shannon

Our Town Park

ther Tuesday, Wednesday, or 
Thursday evening for adult 
cast members. Questions? 
Contact Spring Show pro-
ducer Terri Payne at terri-
payne@gmail.com or Glen 
Echo’s Spring Show envoys, 
Angela and Aaron Hirsch.

The Town’s Winterlude 
party will be held Sat-

urday, March 4, starting at 6 
PM on upper Harvard Av-
enue. Come enjoy baked po-
tatoes, hot dogs, and s’mores 
as you gather by firepits 

with your neighbors. The 
street will be lined with lu-
minaries, organized by our 
local kids. They will be sold 
for $5 apiece to benefit the 
Greentree Family Shelter, 
which is a few miles from us 
on Greentree Road. A flyer 
will come out shortly with 
more information about the 
donation process. The food 
and hot chocolate will be 
provided. BYOB. We hope to 
see you all there! (Rain date: 
Sunday, March 5) —The 
Livable Town Committee

Feb. 4, Siena Belinkie, 9
Feb. 5, Grant Ellis, 4
Feb. 15, Rafe Parsons Amdur, 11

                  They Say it’s Your 

BBirthday!irthday!

is coming!

winterlude

Ladies WEDNESDAY,  
FEBRUARY 22 

8 PM

JULIA WILSON  
HOSTING
7309 UNIVERSITY night
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Kelly Bohi
Realtor DC | MD | VA
kelly.bohi@compass.com 
M. 301.580.4991
O. 301.304.8444

I live, work, and 
have grown my 
family here.

As your Glen Echo neighbor, 
I offer first-hand experience 
and expert knowledge of the 
neighborhood’s market. If 
you are thinking of selling 
or buying a home in the 
upcoming year reach out today 
to see how I can help! 
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Scan Here To Get 
in Touch Today!

Please call
BBrraadd  KKlliinneeddiinnsstt
301-656-7252

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818


